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(54) Field-effect semiconductor device having a trench gate electrode and method of making the 
same 



(57) In a semiconductor device, a p-type base 
region (2) is provided in an n"-type substrate (1) to 
extend from a principal surface (1 a) of the substrate in a 
perpendicular direction to the principal surface. An n + - 
type source region (3) extends in the p-type base region 
from the principal surface in the perpendicular direction, 
and an n + -type drain region (4) extends in the substrate 
separately from the p-type base region with a drift 
region (1c) interposed therebetween. A trench (5) is 
formed to penetrate the p-type base region from the n + - 
type source region in a direction (Y) parallel to the prin- 
cipal surface. A gate electrode (7) is formed in the 
trench through a gate insulating film (6). Accordingly, a 
channel region can be formed with a channel width in a 
depth direction of the trench when a voltage is applied 
to the gate electrode. 



FIG. 1 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to a semicon- 
ductor device of insulated gate type, which is particu- 
larly well suited for applications to a power MOS 5 
transistor, an IGBT and a thyristor. 
[0002] A planar type MOSFET, a V-groove type 
MOSFET and a trench type MOSFET have heretofore 
been known as power MOS transistors, which are 
shown in FIGS. 52A to 52C, respectively. 10 
[0003] The planar type MOSFET shown in FIG. 52A 
is such that a voltage is applied to a gate electrode 101 , 
whereby a current is caused to flow in the lateral direc- 
tion of a substrate with an inversion type channel being 
a surface part of a p-type base region 104 between an is 
n-type source region 1 02 and an n-type drift region 103. 
[0004] The V-groove type MOSFET shown in FIG. 
52B is so constructed that a gate electrode 112 is 
arranged within a V-shaped groove 111. This V-groove 
type MOSFET operates similarly to the planar type 20 
MOSFET Since, however, a p-type base region 113 
sideward of the V-shaped groove 1 1 1 is used as an 
inversion type channel, a current comes to flow in a 
depth direction of a substrate. Accordingly, the sub- 
strate area of the V-groove type MOSFET required per 25 
cell can be reduced to decrease the ON resistance 
thereof, as compared with that of the planar type MOS- 
FET. 

[0005] The trench type MOSFET shown in FIG. 
52C is so constructed that a gate electrode 122 is 30 
arranged within a groove 121 dug substantially perpen- 
dicularly to a substrate (Japanese Patent Application 
Laid-open No. 4-162572). This trench type MOSFET 
operates similarly to the V-groove type MOSFET Since, 
however, the groove 121 is dug substantially perpendic- 35 
ularly to the substrate, the substrate area of the trench 
type MOSFET required per cell can be more reduced to 
decrease the ON resistance thereof still further, as com- 
pared with that of the V-groove type MOSFET. 
[0006] In this manner, the decrease of the ON 40 
resistance has hitherto been attained by altering the 
construction wherein the channel region parallel to the 
surface of the substrate is formed as in the planar type 
MOSFET, into the construction wherein the channel 
region for causing the current to flow in the depth direc- 45 
tion of the substrate is formed by digging the groove 1 1 1 
or 121 in the substrate as in the V-groove type MOSFET 
or the trench type MOSFET. 

[0007] It is desired, however, to decrease the ON 
resistance still further. In order to decrease the ON so 
resistance, there has been proposed a method in which 
a channel region is formed, not only in a principal plane 
of a substrate, but also in a depth direction thereof. For 
example, the official gazettes of Japanese Patent Appli- 
cations Laid-open No. 61-125174 and No. 8-204195 55 
propose methods in each of which a gate is extended in 
a direction perpendicular to the principal surface of a 
substrate. 



[0008] The former of these methods, however, is 
premised on a logic element which is of a structure hav- 
ing no drift layer, that is, which is not of a structure 
exhibiting a high withstand voltage, and which cannot 
be used as a power element. On the other hand, the lat- 
ter produces a power element which has a semiconduc- 
tor layer corresponding to a drift layer. Since, however, 
an insulated gate is formed both in a direction parallel to 
the principal plane of the semiconductor substrate and 
in the depth direction of the semiconductor substrate, 
an area of a source contact region in the principal sur- 
face of the substrate and that of a gate region along the 
principal plane of the substrate are restrained each 
other, to pose the problem that the restraint is disadvan- 
tageous for micrifying the element. Moreover, since indi- 
vidual impurity layers are formed by diffusion, the 
impurity layer of the channel region has a concentration 
distribution in the depth direction, and only that part of 
the channel region at which the gate threshold voltage 
becomes low functions as the very channel, to pose the 
problem that the substantia! effect of decreasing the ON 
resistance is low. 

[0009] Proposed in the official gazettes of Japa- 
nese Patent Application Laid-open No. 8-330601 is a 
semiconductor device in which two opposing trenches 
are formed in a substrate, and diffused layers (con- 
cretely, a base layer, a source layer and a drain layer) 
are formed so as to extend in the depth direction of the 
trenches by implanting ions obliquely to the sidewalls of 
the trenches, whereby the direction perpendicular to the 
principal surface of the substrate becomes the width 
direction of a gate. The schematic construction of the 
semiconductor device having the structure disclosed in 
this official gazette is shown in FIG. 53. 
[0010] As shown in the figure, the semiconductor 
device disclosed in the official gazette is so constructed 
that the source layer 152 and the drain layer 153 are 
formed so as to extend along the inner walls of the cor- 
responding trenches 150, that the base layer 151 is 
formed inside the source layer 152 as viewed from one 
of the trenches 150, and that a drift layer 154 is provided 
between the base layer 151 and the drain layer 152. 
Herein, although no illustration is made in the figure, the 
respective trenches 150 are filled up with insulating lay- 
ers, whereby individual elements are isolated by the 
trenches. 

[0011] In such a structure, however, concentration 
distributions are involved in the width directions of the 
diffused layers 151 to 153 (in a direction parallel to the 
principal surface of the substrate), and various prob- 
lems arise. 

[0012] For example, since the base layer 151 has 
the concentration distribution in the width direction, the 
internal resistance of this base layer 151 heightens to 
pose the problem that a parasitic n-p-n transistor which 
is constructed of the source layer 152, base layer 151 
and drift layer 1 53 becomes liable to turn ON especially 
in a region which is deep from the principal surface of 
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the substrate. 

[0013] Moreover, since the base layer 151 has the 
concentration distribution in the width direction, a deple- 
tion layer becomes liable to elongate and to incur 
punch-through in a region of low concentration. When it 
is intended to prevent this drawback, the width of the 
base layer 151 must be enlarged correspondingly, to 
pose the problem that the larger width is disadvanta- 
geous for micrifying the element. 
[0014] Further, when the source layer 152 and the 
drain layer 153 are deepened, the internal resistances 
thereof heighten in a series relation. Therefore, even 
when a channel resistance is lowered in a parallel rela- 
tion with the spread of a channel width, the impedance 
of the whole element rises, and the normalized ON 
resistance thereof rises. In this regard, when the source 
layer 1 52 and the drain layer 1 53 have the concentration 
distributions in the width directions, the magnitudes of 
increases in the internal resistances enlarge, to pose 
the problem that the element cannot be formed down to 
a deep position. 

[0015] Meanwhile, in the semiconductor device of 
the above structure, the diffused layers 751 to 153 are 
formed by the ion implantation oblique to the inner wall 
surfaces of the trenches 150, and various problems are 
caused by the oblique ion implantation. For example, 
the layout of the element must be designed with refer- 
ence to the trenches 150. This poses the problem that 
the versatility of design lowers. Besides, the trenches 
150 are filled up with the insulating layers after the for- 
mation of the diffused layers, thereby to use the 
trenches 150 for the element isolation. This poses the 
problem that the density of integration of the elements 
lowers correspondingly. 

[0016] In view of the above, the present invention 
has for its object to decrease an ON resistance still fur- 
ther in a semiconductor device of insulated gate type. 
[0017] According to one aspect of the present 
invention, a semiconductor device has a base region of 
a first conductivity type provided in a semiconductor 
substrate and extending from a principal surface of the 
semiconductor substrate in a first direction perpendicu- 
lar to the principal surface; a source region of a second 
conductivity type provided in the base region and 
extending from the principal surface in the first direction; 
a drift region provided in the semiconductor substrate at 
an opposite side of the base region with respect to the 
source region; a drain region of the second conductivity 
type provided in the semiconductor substrate at a loca- 
tion remote from the base region; a trench dug from the 
principal surface and penetrating the base region from 
the source region in a second direction parallel to the 
principal surface; a gate insulating film provided on a 
surface of the trench; a gate electrode filling the trench 
through the gate insulating film; a source electrode elec- 
trically connected to the source region and the base 
region; and a drain electrode electrically connected to 
the drain region. The base region and the source region 



respectively have impurity concentrations, each of 
which is uniform in both the first direction and the sec- 
ond direction. 

[0018] According to this construction, when a volt- 

5 age is applied to the gate electrode, a channel region is 
formed in a portion of the base region adjoining the 
trench. The channel region has a channel width in the 
first direction, i.e., in a depth direction of the semicon- 
ductor substrate, and current flows in the channel 

10 region in the second direction parallel to the principal 
surface. Thus, because the channel width is parallel to 
the depth direction of the substrate, the channel resist- 
ance can be lowered, and accordingly the ON resist- 
ance of the semiconductor device can be lowered. 

15 [0019] Further, because each impurity concentra- 
tion of the base region and the source region is uniform 
in both the first and second directions, a parasitic n-p-n 
transistor that is constructed of the source region, the 
base region, and the drain region becomes less liable to 

20 be turned ON, and a depletion layer is suppressed from 
extending to make occurrence of punch-through diffi- 
cult. The drain region may extend from the principal sur- 
face in the first direction, and otherwise, may be 
provided at the side of the back surface of the semicon- 

25 ductor substrate. 

[0020] Other objects and features of the present 
invention will become more readily apparent from a bet- 
ter understanding of the preferred embodiments 
described below with reference to the following draw- 

30 ings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective sectional view showing a 
power MOSFET in a first preferred embodiment of 
the present invention; 

35 FIGS. 2A and 2B are schematic views showing a 
layout of the power MOSFET shown in FIG. 1 ; 
FIGS. 3A and 3B are explanatory views for compar- 
ing ON resistances of a conventional lateral type 
MOSFET and the power MOSFET in the first 

40 embodiment; 

FIG. 4 is a perspective sectional view showing a 
power MOSFET in a second preferred embodi- 
ment; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective sectional view showing a 
45 power MOSFET in a third preferred embodiment; 

FIG. 6 is a perspective sectional view showing a 
power MOSFET in a fourth preferred embodiment; 
FIG. 7 is a perspective sectional view showing a 
power MOSFET in a fifth preferred embodiment; 
so FIG. 8 is a perspective sectional view showing a 
power MOSFET in a sixth preferred embodiment; 
FIG. 9 is a perspective sectional view showing a 
power MOSFET in a seventh preferred embodi- 
ment; 

55 FIG. 10 is a perspective sectional view showing a 
power MOSFET in an eighth preferred embodi- 
ment; 

FIG. 11 is a perspective sectional view showing a 
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power MOSFET in a ninth preferred embodiment; 
FIG. 12A is a perspective sectional view showing a 
power MOSFET in a tenth preferred embodiment; 
FIG. 12B is a n explanatory view for elucidating the 
operation of the power MOSFET shown in FIG. 5 
12A; 

FIG. 13 is a perspective sectional view showing an 
IGBT adopting the structure explained in the tenth 
embodiment; 

FIG. 14A is a perspective sectional view showing a 10 
power MOSFET in an eleventh preferred embodi- 
ment; 

FIG. 14B is an explanatory view for elucidating the 
operation of the power MOSFET shown in FIG. 
14A; 15 
FIG. 15 is a perspective sectional view showing an 
IGBT adopting the structure explained in the elev- 
enth embodiment; 

FIG. 1 6A is a perspective sectional view showing a 
power MOSFET in a twelfth preferred embodiment; 20 
FIG. 1 6B is an explanatory view for elucidating the 
operation of the power MOSFET shown in FIG. 
16A; 

FIG. 17 is a perspective sectional view showing an 
IGBT adopting the structure explained in the twelfth 25 
embodiment; 

FIG. 18 is a perspective sectional view showing a 
power MOSFET in a thirteenth preferred embodi- 
ment; 

FIG. 19 is a perspective sectional view showing a 30 
power MOSFET in a fourteenth preferred embodi- 
ment; 

FIG. 20 is a perspective sectional view showing a 
power MOSFET in a fifteenth preferred embodi- 
ment; 35 
FIG. 21 is a schematic view showing a layout of the 
power MOSFET shown in FIG. 20; 
FIG. 22 is a graph showing a relation between a 
normalized ON resistance and a trench depth; 
FIGS. 23A and 23B are explanatory views for com- 40 
paring the power MOSFET shown in FIG. 20 and a 
conventional MOSFET; 

FIGS. 24A to 24F are sectional views showing 
steps for manufacturing the power MOSFET shown 
in FIG. 20; 45 
FIGS. 25A to 25F are sectional views showing 
steps for manufacturing the power MOSFET shown 
in FIG. 20, performed following the steps shown in 
FIGS. 24Ato 24F; 

FIGS. 26A to 26D are sectional views showing so 
steps for manufacturing the power MOSFET shown 
in FIG. 20, performed following the steps shown in 
FIGS. 25Ato 25F; 

FIG. 27 is a perspective sectional view showing an 
IGBT adopting the structure of the fifteenth embod- 55 
iment; 

FIG. 28 is a perspective sectional view showing an 
MOT adopting the structure of the fifteenth embod- 



iment; 

FIG. 29 is a perspective sectional view showing an 
ACCUFET adopting the structure of the fifteenth 
embodiment; 

FIG. 30 is a perspective sectional view showing a 
power MOSFET in a sixteenth preferred embodi- 
ment; 

FIGS. 31 A to 31 D are sectional view showing steps, 
as an example, for manufacturing the power MOS- 
FET shown in FIG. 30; 

FIGS. 32A to 32D are sectional view showing steps, 
as another example, for manufacturing the power 
MOSFET shown in FIG. 30; 
FIG. 33 is a perspective sectional view showing a 
power MOSFET in a seventeenth preferred embod- 
iment; 

FIG. 34 is a perspective sectional view showing a 
power MOSFET in an eighteenth preferred embod- 
iment; 

FIG. 35 is a perspective sectional view showing a 
power MOSFET in a nineteenth preferred embodi- 
ment; 

FIG. 36 is a perspective view showing another 
power MOSFET in the nineteenth embodiment; 
FIGS. 37A to 37F are sectional views showing 
steps for manufacturing the power MOSFET shown 
in FIG. 20, which are explained in a twentieth pre- 
ferred embodiment; 

FIGS. 38A to 38F are sectional views showing 
steps for manufacturing the power MOSFET shown 
in FIG. 20, which are explained in a twenty-first pre- 
ferred embodiment; 

FIGS. 39 A to 39 F are sectional views showing 
steps for manufacturing the power MOSFET shown 
in FIG. 20, which are explained in a twenty-second 
preferred embodiment; 

FIG. 40 is a perspective sectional view showing a 
power MOSFET in a twenty-third preferred embod- 
iment; 

FIG. 41 is a perspective sectional view showing a 
power MOSFET in another embodiment; 
FIG. 42 is a schematic view showing a power MOS- 
FET in another embodiment; 
FIGS. 43 through 51 are schematic views showing 
layout constitutions of power MOSFETs explained 
as other embodiments; 

FIGS. 52A to 52C are sectional views showing con- 
ventional power MOSFETs; and 
FIG. 53 is a sectional view showing another con- 
ventional power MOSFET. 

(First Embodiment) 

[0021] FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective sectional 
view of the main portions of a power MOSFET in the 
first embodiment of the present invention. Now, the con- 
struction of the power MOSFET will be described with 
reference to the figure. 
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[0022] An n"-type substrate 1 which has a principal 
surface 1 a and a back surface 1 b opposite to the princi- 
pal surface 1a, is employed for the power MOSFET in 
this embodiment. An X-direction indicated by an arrow 
in the figure corresponds to the thickness direction of 
the n'-type substrate 1 (a direction which is perpendicu- 
lar to the principal surface 1a and the back surface 1b), 
while a Y-direction and a Z-direction indicated by arrows 
in the figure correspond to a direction which is parallel to 
the principal surface 1a and the back surface 1b of the 
n'-type substrate 1 . Incidentally, the X-direction, Y-direc- 
tion and Z-direction in the figure are perpendicular to 
one another. 

[0023] A p-type base region (p-type well region) 2 is 
formed down to a predetermined depth from the princi- 
pal surface 1a of the n"-type substrate 1. The depth of 
the p-type base region 2 set to be on the order of 1 to 
100 u.m. Boron is employed as an impurity for forming 
the p-type base region 2, and the impurity concentration 
of this region 2 is set to be on the order of 1 x 1 0 14 to 1 
x 10 19 cm" 3 . The impurity concentration of the p-type 
base region 2 is substantially uniform in both the depth 
direction (X-direction) and the width direction (Y-direc- 
tion). 

[0024] Besides, an n + -type source region 3 is 
formed in the p-type base region 2 so as to extend from 
the principal surface 1a of the n'-type substrate 1 down 
to a position shallower than the junction depth of the p- 
type base region 2. The depth of the n + -type source 
region 3 is set to be on the order of 1 to 1 00 u/n, and to 
be somewhat less than that of the p-type base region 2. 
Phosphorus or arsenic is employed as an impurity for 
forming the n + -type source region 3, and the impurity 
concentration of this region 3 is set on the order of 1 x 
10 18 to 1 x 10 19 cm* 3 . The impurity concentration of the 
n + -type source region 3 is substantially uniform in both 
the depth direction (X-direction) and the width direction 
(Y-direction). 

[0025] Further, an n + -type drain region 4 having a 
depth and an impurity concentration which are respec- 
tively equal to those of the n + -type source region 3 is 
formed in that position of the n'-type substrate 1 which 
is spaced from the p-type base region 2. The impurity 
concentration of the n + -type drain region 4 is substan- 
tially uniform in both the depth direction (X-direction) 
and the width direction (Y-direction). 
[0026] In addition, a trench 5 is dug to extend verti- 
cally, namely, substantially in parallel with the X-direc- 
tion from the principal surface 1a of the n'-type 
substrate 1 . The trench 5 is formed so as to penetrate 
the p-type base region 2 from the n + -type source region 
3 in both the Y-direction parallel to the principal surface 
1a of the n'-type substrate 1 and the X-direction parallel 
to the depth direction of this trench 5. The surface of the 
trench 5 is formed with a gate oxide film 6, through 
which the interior of the trench 5 is filled up with a gate 
electrode 7. 

[0027] Also, a heavily-doped p + -type contact region 



8 is formed in the surface layer part of the p-type base 
region 2. The region 1c of the n"-type substrate 1, in 
which the p-type base region 2, n + -type source region 3, 
n + -type drain region 4, trench 5, gate oxide film 6, gate 
5 electrode 7 and p + -type contact region 8 are not formed, 
is used as a drift region and shall be termed the "drift 
region 1c" below. 

[0028] Owing to such a construction, in the Y-direc- 
tion parallel to the principal surface 1a of the n'-type 

10 substrate 1, the n + -type source region 3, p-type base 
region 2, drift region 1c and n + -type drain region 4 are 
arrayed in succession, and In the X-direction perpendic- 
ular to the principal surface 1a of the n'-type substrate 
1 , this arrayal is formed down to a depth which is sub- 

15 stantially equal to that of the trench 5. Incidentally, the 
respective depths of the p-type base region 2, n + -type 
source region 3 and n + -type drain region 4 are set in 
correspondence with the depth of the trench 5, and they 
are made greater as the trench 5 is deepened more. 

20 [0029] By the way, although not shown in FIG. 1 , an 
oxide film is formed not only on the surface of the trench 
5 but also on the principal surface 1a of the n'-type sub- 
strate 1 , and the gate electrode 7 is patterned on this 
oxide film. Besides, although not shown in FIG. 1, a 

25 source electrode and a drain electrode to be explained 
later are provided through an interlayer insulating film 
on the gate electrode 7 patterned on the surface of the 
n'-type substrate 1 . 

[0030] The layout of the constituent elements in the 
30 case where the power MOSFET shown in FIG. 1 is seen 
from the side of the principal surface 1a of the n"-type 
substrate 1, is illustrated in FIG. 2A. Besides, a partial 
enlarged view of a domain indicated by a two-dot chain 
line in FIG. 2A is illustrated in FIG. 2B. Incidentally, the 
35 power MOSFET shown in FIG. 1 corresponds to the 
sectional perspective view of the domain indicated by 
the two-dot chain line in FIG. 2A, and the Y-direction 
and Z-direction indicated in FIGS. 2A and 2B corre- 
spond respectively to the Y-direction and Z-direction in 
40 FIG. 1. 

[0031] As shown in FIG. 2A, the power MOSFET 
has a construction in which a plurality of sets of unit 
cells are aligned in the Z-direction, on condition that 
each of the sets consists of a unit cell having the sec- 

45 tional construction shown in FIG. 1 , and another unit cell 
arranged in line symmetry to the unit cell shown in FIG. 
1 , with the line of symmetry parallel to the Z-direction. 
As shown in FIG. 2A, the source electrode 9 is formed 
to be electrically connected to both the n + -type source 

so region 3 and the p + -type contact region 8 of the p-type 
base region 2 in each of the unit cells. Also, the drain 
electrode 10 is formed to be electrically connected to 
the n + -type drain region 4 

[0032] Next, the dimensions of the constituent ele- 
55 ments in one unit cell of the power MOSFET will be 
explained on the basis of FIG. 2B. In the Z-direction indi- 
cated in FIG. 2B, the width a of the trench 5 is set at 
about 0.1 to 5 jim, a distance b from the trench 5 to the 
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source electrode 9 is set at about 0.1 to 5 urn, and the 
width q of the source electrode 9 is set at about 0.1 to 5 
um Besides, in the Y-direction, the length d, of the 
source electrode 9 is set at about 0.1 to 5 um, the width 
e of the n + -type source region 3 is set at about 0. 1 to 1 0 5 
u,m, the length f of that part of the p-type base region 2 
which is held between the nMype source region 3 and 
the drift region 1c is set at about 0.1 to 5 um, the length 
g of that part of the drift region 1 c which is held between 
the p-type base region 2 and the n + -type drain region 4 
is set at about 0.1 to 50 urn and the width fc of the n + - 
type drain region 4 is set at about 0.1 to 10 um 
[0033] When a positive voltage is applied to the 
gate electrode 7 of the power MOSFET thus con- 
structed, electrons are induced in the vicinity of the gate 
oxide film 6 on the whole areas of those parts of the p- 
type base region 2 adjoining the trench 5, whereby 
channel regions made of the inversion layers of the p- 
type base region 2 are formed. That is, channel regions 
having a channel width direction corresponding to the 
depth direction of the trench 5 are formed (refer to bro- 
ken-line hatching in FIG. 2 B). Thus, a drain current 
flows between the source and the drain, laterally in par- 
allel with the Y-direction as indicated by arrows in FIG. 1 
and FIG. 2A. 

[0034] On this occasion, the channel width of each 
channel region becomes substantially equal to the 
depth of the trench 5 because the power MOSFET is so 
constructed that the n + -type source region 3, p-type 
base region 2, drift region 1c and n + -type drain region 4 
are successively arrayed extending down to depths 
nearly equal to the depth of the trench 5. Therefore, the 
channel width can be set in accordance with the depth 
of the trench 5, and it can be broadened more as the 
depth of the trench 5 is increased more. Here, increas- 
ing the depth of the trench 5 in this manner is possible 
without enlarging a substrate area required per unit cell, 
so that the channel width of each unit cell can be broad- 
ened without increasing the area of the substrate. 
[0035] Accordingly, a channel resistance can be 
lowered to the extent that the channel width can be 
enlarged, whereby the ON resistance of the power 
MOSFET can be decreased. FIGS. 3A and 3B illustrate 
explanatory views for comparing the ON resistances of 
a lateral type MOSFET in the prior art and the power 
MOSFET in this embodiment. FIG. 3B depicts a case 
where the power MOSFET in this embodiment is 
formed having a substrate area which is equal to a sub- 
strate area necessary for the lateral type MOSFET of 
one unit cell. 

[0036] FIG. 3A shows the layout of the lateral type 
MOSFET. As shown in the figure, the lateral type MOS- 
FET includes an n + -type source region 202 in a p-type 
base region 201 , and an n*-type drain region 204 in that 
position of a drift region 203 of n'-type which is spaced 
from the p-type base region 201 . Besides, a gate elec- 
trode 205 is provided through a gate oxide film on that 
part of the p-type base region 201 which is held 



between the n"-type drift region 203 and the n + -type 
source region 202. The lateral MOSFET is so operated 
that, when a positive voltage is applied to the gate elec- 
trode 205, a channel is formed in the surface part of the 
p-type base region 201 underlying the gate electrode 
205, a drain current flows in the surface parts of the p- 
type base region 201 and the drift region 203 as indi- 
cated by arrows in the figure. The channel width of the 
MOSFET here is set at 1 00 um 
[0037] On the other hand, FIG. 3B shows the power 
MOSFET in this embodiment. Here, the interval 
between the adjacent unit cells, namely, the interval 
between the gate electrodes 7 of the adjacent unit cells 
is set at 5 um According to the power MOSFET in this 
embodiment, unit cells in the number of 100/5 are 
formed in the case where the channel width of the lat- 
eral type MOSFET is set at 1 00 um Besides, according 
to the power MOSFET in this embodiment, the channel 
width of each channel region corresponds to the depth 
of the trench 5, and the channel regions are formed on 
both the sides of the trench 5. Accordingly, the total of 
the channel widths corresponding to the same substrate 
area as that of the lateral type MOSFET in the prior art 
is calculated as given by Formula (1): 

1 00/5 x (Depth of Trench 5) x 2 (1 ) 

[0038] Therefore, the total channel width increases 
more as the depth of the trench 5 is enlarged more. For 
example, the total channel width becomes 400 u.m 
when the depth of the trench 5 is set at 10 urn the total 
channel width becomes 800 urn when the depth of the 
trench 5 is set at 20 urn, and the total channel width 
becomes 4000 um when the depth of the trench 5 is set 
at 100 urn In the respective examples, the power MOS- 
FETs have the total channel widths which are 4 times, 8 
times and 40 times greater than the channel width of the 
lateral type MOSFET shown in FIG. 3A. 
[0039] In this manner, the depth of the trench 5 is 
enlarged more, and the depths of the p-type base 
region 2, n + -type source region 3 and n + -type drain 
region 4 are enlarged more in conformity with the depth 
of the trench 5, whereby the channel width can be 
broadened to lower the channel resistance per unit 
area. Thus, the normalized ON resistance of the lateral 
type power MOSFET can be decreased. 
[0040] Moreover, the power MOSFET mentioned in 
this embodiment is so constructed that, as shown in 
FIG. 2B, the channel regions (inversion layers) are 
formed sideward of the trench 5, while the contact 
region 8 for bringing the p-type base region 2 into ohmic 
contact with the source electrode 9 is formed near one 
of the channel regions. On the other hand, in each of the 
prior-art structures (for example, the MOSFETs shown 
in FIGS. 52A to 52C), a contact region for establishing 
the ohmic contact of the p-type base region with the 
source electrode is formed on a side which is remote 
from the channel region with the n + -type source region 
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held therebetween. 

[0041] The electrical connection of the p-type base 
region 2 to the source electrode 9 is done in order to fix 
the potential of the p-type base region 2 at a source 
potential. With the prior-art structure, when the diffusion 5 
resistance of the p-type base region is high, a consider- 
able potential difference arises across the p-type base 
region, and the potential fixation near the channel 
region might fail to become ideal. In contrast, according 
to this embodiment, the contact region 8 is formed near 
the channel region without the intervention of the n + - 
type source region 3, thereby to hold the p-type base 
region 2 in ohmic contact with the source electrode 9. 
Therefore, an ideal potential fixation can be attained. 
[0042] A method of manufacturing the power MOS- 
FET of the above construction will be described with ref- 
erence to FIG. 1. First, an n*-type substrate 1 is 
prepared, which has a principal surface 1 a as well as a 
back surface 1b and which exhibits a resistivity of 0.1 to 
100 ftcm. A trench is formed by photo-etching in the 
part of the n"-type substrate 1 scheduled to form a p- 
type base region 2, and a p-type semiconductor layer is 
thereafter epitaxially grown so as to fill up the interior of 
the trench. Since the p-type semiconductor layer is 
deposited even outside the trench on this occasion, pol- 
ishing for flattening is performed to remove the entire 
part of the p-type semiconductor layer overlying the 
principal surface 1a. Thus, the p-type base region 2 
whose impurity concentration is substantially uniform in 
both the depth direction and width direction thereof is 
formed. Incidentally, a contact region 8 is formed in the 
predetermined region of the surface layer part of the p- 
type base region 2 later by ion implantation or the like. 
[0043] Subsequently, trenches are respectively 
formed by photo-etching in the part of the n"-type sub- 
strate 1 scheduled to form an n + -type drain region 4 and 
in the part of the p-type base region 2 scheduled to form 
an n + -type source region 3. Further, n-type semicon- 
ductor layers are epitaxially grown so as to fill up the 
interiors of the trenches. Since the n-type semiconduc- 
tor layers are deposited even outside the trenches on 
this occasion, polishing for flattening is performed to 
remove the entire parts of the n-type semiconductor lay- 
ers overlying the principal surface 1a. Thus, the n + -type 
source region 3 and n + -type drain region 4 whose impu- 
rity concentrations are substantially uniform in both the 
depth direction and width direction thereof are formed. 
[0044] Subsequently, a trench 5 that penetrates the 
p-type base region 2 from the n + -type source region 3 in 
the X-direction and the Y-direction indicated in FIG. 1 
and that reaches a drain region 1c is formed by photo- 
etching. Besides, an oxide film is formed by thermal oxi- 
dation on the surface of the trench 5 and on the principal 
surface 1a of the n"-type substrate 1 including the sur- 
faces of the p-type base region 2, nMype source region 
3 and n + -type drain region 4. Of the oxide film formed on 
this occasion, a part lying on the surface of the trench 5 
becomes a gate oxide film 6. 



[0045] Next, a poly-silicon layer is arranged on the 
whole surfaces of the gate oxide film 6 and the oxide 
film so as to fill up the trench 5, whereupon it is pat- 
terned to form a gate electrode 7. Thereafter, although 
not shown in FIG. 1, an interlayer insulating film is 
formed so as to cover the gate electrode 7. Besides, a 
wiring layer is arranged after forming contact holes in 
the interlayer insulating film, and it is patterned to form 
a source electrode 9 electrically connected with the n + - 
type source region 3 as well as the p + -type contact 
region 8, and a drain electrode 1 0 electrically connected 
with the n + -type drain region 4 (refer also to FIGS. 2A 
and 2B). Thus, the power MOSFET in this embodiment 
is finished up. 

(Second Embodiment) 

[0046] FIG. 4 illustrates a perspective sectional 
view of a power MOSFET in the second embodiment of 
the present invention. This embodiment exemplifies a 
case where the power MOSFET shown in FIG. 1 is 
formed on the same substrate as that of the other circuit 
elements of a control circuit or the like, or a case where 
a plurality of power MOSFETs are integrated. Accord- 
ingly, the power MOSFET of this embodiment has a 
construction which is nearly the same as that of the 
power MOSFET in the first embodiment The same ref- 
erence numerals as in FIG. 1 are assigned to the same 
constituents as in the power MOSFET of the first 
embodiment, and only different portions shall be 
explained. 

[0047] As shown in FIG. 4, the power MOSFET of 
this embodiment employs an SOI substrate 13 in which 
a buried oxide film 12 is formed on a support substrate 
11, and in which an n"-type substrate 1 is formed on the 
buried oxide film 12. For example, an n-type silicon sub- 
strate whose resistivity is on the order of 0.1 to 1 0 Hem 
is used as the support substrate 1 1 , and it is formed 
with the buried oxide film 12 having a thickness of about 
0.1 to 10 u,m by thermal oxidation or CVD. Thereafter, 
the resulting structure is hydrophilicized, and the n"-type 
substrate 1 is bonded together, thereby to form the SOI 
substrate 13. The power MOSFET of the construction 
shown in FIG. 1 is formed in the n*- type substrate 1 of 
the SOI substrate 13. 

[0048] Besides, although not shown, an insulating 
isolation groove which extends from the surface of the n* 
-type substrate 1 down to the oxide film 12 is formed 
between the power MOSFET and the circuit element 
adjacent to this power MOSFET. Further, the interior of 
the insulating isolation groove is thermally oxidized to 
form an oxide film, and an insulating film is buried inside 
the oxide film formed by the thermal oxidation, thereby 
to isolate the power MOSFET and the adjacent circuit 
element. 

[0049] In this manner, owing to the use of the SOI 
substrate or the like, the power MOSFET can be formed 
on the same substrate as that of the other circuit ele- 
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ments into the composite construction, and the plurality 
of power MOSFETs can also be integrated. 

(Third Embodiment) 

[0050] FIG. 5 illustrates a perspective sectional 
view of a power MOSFET in the third embodiment of the 
present invention. This embodiment exemplifies the 
case of simultaneously forming the insulating isolation 
groove for the isolation of the individual elements in the 
second embodiment, and the trench 5 of the power 
MOSFET Accordingly, only those portions of the power 
MOSFET in this embodiment which differ from the sec- 
ond embodiment shall be explained. 
[0051] As shown in FIG. 5, according to this embod- 
iment, the trench 5 is formed down to a depth at which it 
reaches an oxide film 12. A gate oxide film 6 which is 
formed inside the trench 5 is extended so as to contact 
the oxide film 12. That is, the trench 5 is formed simulta- 
neously with the insulating isolation groove for the isola- 
tion between the power MOSFET and the other circuit 
elements as explained in the second embodiment, and 
it is formed having the depth equal to that of the insulat- 
ing isolation groove. 

[0052] In the case where the trench 5 and the insu- 
lating isolation groove are simultaneously formed in this 
manner, thermal oxidation is performed to form the gate 
oxide film 6 on the inner wall of the trench 5 and to form 
an oxide film on the inner wall of the insulating isolation 
groove. Further, regions scheduled to form the power 
MOSFET, including the trench 5, are covered with a 
mask, and thermal oxidation is performed until the oxide 
film on the inner wall of the insulating isolation groove 
reaches a thickness required for the element isolation. 
Also performed are the step of covering the insulating 
isolation groove with a mask and forming a gate elec- 
trode 7 inside the trench 5, and the step of covering the 
trench 5 with a mask and filling up the interior of the 
insulating isolation groove with an insulating film. Thus, 
the power MOSFET simultaneously formed with the 
trench 5 and the insulating isolation groove can be man- 
ufactured. 

[0053] In this manner, the two grooving steps can 
be implemented at one time by simultaneously forming 
the trench 5 and the insulating isolation groove, so that 
the manufacturing process can be simplified. 

(Fourth Embodiment) 

[0054] FIG. 6 illustrates a perspective sectional 
view of a power MOSFET in the fourth embodiment of 
the present invention. As compared with the first 
embodiment, this embodiment is such that a position for 
forming a drain region 4 is changed with the remaining 
construction being the same. Therefore, the same refer- 
ence numerals as in FIG. 1 are assigned to the same 
constituents as in the power MOSFET of the first 
embodiment, and only different portions shall be 



explained. 

[0055] As shown in FIG. 6, according to this embod- 
iment, a structure in which an n"-type layer 1 1 is grown 
on an n*-type substrate 20 is employed as a substrate. 

5 The n*-type layer 1 ' is formed with a p-type base layer 2, 
an n + -type source region 3, a trench 5, a gate oxide film 
6 and a gate electrode 7. That is, the power MOSFET in 
this embodiment is constructed by utilizing the n + -type 
substrate 20 as the n*-type drain region 4 and forming 

10 the other constituents in the n*-type layer V which 
replaces the n"-type substrate 1 in FIG. 1. 
[0056] Further, although not shown, a source elec- 
trode 9 (refer to FIGS. 2A and 2B) which is connected to 
the n + -type source region 3 and a contact region 8 is 

is connected on the front surface side of the substrate, 
and a drain electrode 10 (refer to FIGS. 2A and 2B) 
which is connected to the n + -type drain region 4 is con- 
nected on the back surface side of the substrate. 
[0057] In this manner, the source electrode 9 and 

20 the drain electrode 10 can have their contacts estab- 
lished on the side of the principal surface 1a of the sub- 
strate and on the side of the back surface 1b thereof, 
respectively, whereby the source electrode 9 and drain 
electrode 10 can be arranged on the different surfaces 

25 of the substrate. As compared with those in the case of 
arranging the source electrode 9 and drain electrode 1 0 
on the identical surface side, therefore, margins are left 
for the respective arrangement spaces of the source 
electrode 9 and drain electrode 1 0, and respective wir- 

30 ing widths corresponding to these electrodes can be set 
wide, so that wiring resistances can be lowered. 
[0058] Incidentally, the power MOSFET thus con- 
structed operates as a vertical type MOSFET in which, 
as shown in the figure, a drain current is caused to flow 

35 in the vertical direction of the MOSFET with channel 
regions formed of the whole areas of the parts of the p- 
type base region 2 adjoining the trench 5. Therefore, the 
normalized ON resistance of the vertical type power 
MOSFET can be decreased owing to the lowering of a 

40 channel resistance. 

(Fifth Embodiment) 

[0059] FIG. 7 illustrates a perspective sectional 
45 view of a power MOSFET in the fifth embodiment of the 
present invention. As compared with the first embodi- 
ment, this embodiment is such that a trench 5 is 
changed with the remaining construction being the 
same. Therefore, only different portions shall be 
so explained. 

[0060] As shown in FIG. 7, according to this embod- 
iment, the dimension of the trench 5 is enlarged in a Y- 
direction, and this trench 5 is formed so as to penetrate 
a p-type base region 2 as well as a drift region 1c and to 
55 reach an nMype drain region 4. When a positive volt- 
age is applied to a gate electrode 7 in the power MOS- 
FET thus constructed, electrons are induced in the 
parts of the drift region 1c adjoining the trench 5, 
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thereby to form accumulation layers. Since a drift resist- 
ance can be lowered by the accumulation layers, the 
normalized ON resistance of the lateral type power 
MOSFET can be decreased still further. Incidentally, the 
power MOSFET in this embodiment can be manufac- 
tured by altering a mask for forming the trench 5 shown 
in the first embodiment. 

(Sixth Embodiment) 

[0061] FIG. 8 illustrates a perspective sectional 
view of a power MOSFET in the sixth embodiment of the 
present invention. Since this embodiment consists in 
altering the construction of the power MOSFET from the 
first embodiment, only portions different from the first 
embodiment shall be explained. 
[0062] As shown in FIG. 8, an n + -type source region 
3 is formed on only one side of a trench 5, and a p-type 
base region 2 is extended on the other side without 
forming the n + -type source region 3. Besides, that part 
of the p-type base region 2 which lies on the side of the 
trench 5 not formed with the n + -type source region 3 is 
endowed with a predetermined potential difference rela- 
tive to an n + -type drain region 4. 
[0063] In such a construction, that part of the p-type 
base region 2 which lies on the side of the trench 5 not 
formed with the n + -type source region 3 acts as an 
injection layer for injecting carriers, and the conductivity 
modulation of a drift region 1c can be caused. More 
specifically, holes are injected from the p-type base 
region 2, and electrons are injected from the n + -type 
drain region 4 in order to neutralize the holes, whereby 
the resistance of the drift region 1c can be lowered. 
[0064] In this manner, the resistance of the drift 
region 1c can be lowered to decrease the ON resist- 
ance of the power MOSFET still further by employing 
the part of the p-type base region 2 as the injection layer 
for injecting the carriers. Incidentally, the p-type base 
regions 2 need not be used as the injection layers in all 
unit cells. For example, the p-type base regions 2 as the 
injection layers may be formed at intervals of two unit 
cells in an arrayal which consists of a plurality of unit 
cells, and they may well be formed at intervals of a pre- 
determined larger number of unit cells. 

(Seventh Embodiment) 

[0065] FIG. 9 shows a sectional construction of an 
IGBT in the seventh embodiment of the present inven- 
tion. Incidentally, the IGBT mentioned in this embodi- 
ment has a construction which is nearly the same as 
that of the power MOSFET mentioned in the first 
embodiment. Therefore, the same reference numerals 
as in FIG. 1 are assigned to the same constituents, and 
only different portions shall be explained. 
[0066] As shown in FIG. 9, the IGBT in this embod- 
iment includes an n + -type emitter region 26 which is 
formed similarly to the n + -type source region 3 of the 



power MOSFET shown in FIG. 1 , and a p+-type collec- 
tor region 27 which is made of a p-type semiconductor 
in place of the n + -type drain region 4. The depth of the 
p + -type collector region 27 is equal to that of the n + -type 

5 drain region 4 shown in FIG. 1. Besides, the p-type 
impurity concentration of the p + -type collector region 27 
is set at 1 x 1 0 18 to 1 x 1 0 21 cm" 3 , and the concentration 
distribution of this region 27 is uniformalized in the 
depth direction thereof. In addition, a portion 1c which 

ro lies opposite to the n+-type emitter region 26 with a p- 
type base region 2 held therebetween acts as a lightly- 
doped collector. 

[0067] Even in the case of applying the present 
invention to the IGBT in this manner, channel regions 

15 are formed of the whole areas of those parts of the p- 
type base region 2 which lie near the side surfaces of a 
trench 5, and an IGBT operation can be performed. 
Thus, also in the IGBT, a channel resistance can be low- 
ered to decrease an ON resistance. 

20 [0068] Although the IGBT has been exemplified in 
this embodiment, the same effect as in the IGBT can be 
attained even when the present invention is applied to a 
thyristor having the same construction as in this embod- 
iment. In this case, a structure (in other words, impurity 

25 concentrations and dimensions) may be designed so as 
to establish a latch-up state, in the case of the thyristor, 
there is the demerit that a current cannot be Cut OFF by 
the element itself, but a current greater than in the case 
of the IGBT can be derived. 

30 [0069] By the way, in the preceding embodiments, 
concerning the power MOSFETs, the SOI substrate is 
employed (refer to the second embodiment), the forma- 
tion of the insulating isolation groove and that of the 
trench 5 are made common (refer to the third embodi- 
es ment), and the injection layer is provided (refer to the 
sixth embodiment), but these constructions are also 
applicable to the IGBT or thyristor as in this embodi- 
ment. Besides, in the preceding embodiments, the n + - 
type drain region 4 is arranged on the side of the back 

40 surface 1 b (in the fourth embodiment), and the trench 5 
is formed so as to reach the n + -type drain region 4 (in 
the fifth embodiment), but these constructions may well 
be applied to the IGBT or thyristor as in this embodi- 
ment, thereby to form the trench 5 reaching the p + -type 

45 collector region 27 or to arrange the p*-type collector 
region 27 on the side of the back surface 1 b. 

(Eighth Embodiment) 

so [0070] FIG. 10 illustrates a perspective sectional 
view of a MOSFET in the eighth embodiment of the 
present invention. In this embodiment, a thyristor having 
a structure of FIG. 10 is partially formed with a MOS 
transistor. 

55 [0071] Specifically, as shown in FIG. 10, this 
embodiment has a construction in which an n-type drain 
region 28 is formed in a part of the p + -type collector 
region 27. The n + -type drain region 28 is formed on the 
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extension line of the trench 5 in a Y-direction, and the 
operation of the MOS transistor is executed by the por- 
tion of the n + -type drain region 28. 
[0072] The MOSFET of such a construction oper- 
ates as stated below. First, in a case where a voltage 5 
applied to a gate electrode 7 is lower than the operating 
voltage (about 0.7V) of the thyristor, the thyristor does 
not substantially operate, and the MOS transistor oper- 
ates. More specifically, a current flows through the path 
of an n + -type emitter region 26 -> a p-type base region 
2 -» a drift region 1c -> the n + -type drain region 28, with 
channel regions formed of the whole areas of those 
parts of the p-type base region 2 which adjoin the side 
surfaces of the trench 5. 

[0073] Subsequently, when the applied voltage to 
the gate electrode 7 has reached the operating voltage 
of the thyristor, the thyristor comes to operate in addition 
to the MOS transistor, and a current flows also through 
the path of the n + -type emitter region 26 -> the p-type 
base region 2 -> the drift region 1c -»the p + -type collec- 
tor region 27, with channel regions formed of the whole 
areas of those parts of the p-type base region 2 which 
adjoin the side surfaces of the trench 5. 
[0074] In general, when the applied gate voltage - 
current magnitude characteristics of a MOS transistor 
and a thyristor are compared, the current magnitude of 
the MOS transistor is larger for the applied gate voltage 
equal to or lower than the operating voltage of the thyr- 
istor, and the current magnitude of the thyristor is larger 
for the applied gate voltage equal to or higher than the 
operating voltage of the thyristor. 
[0075] Therefore, the MOSFET which constructs 
the thyristor is partially formed with the MOS transistor 
as stated above, whereby the current can be derived by 
operating the MOS transistor, when the applied gate 
voltage is lower than the operating voltage of the thyris- 
tor, and the still greater current can be derived by oper- 
ating the thyristor, when the applied gate voltage is 
equal to or higher than the operating voltage of the thy- 
ristor. 

[0076] In this manner, the present invention is also 
applicable to the MOSFET including both the thyristor 
and the MOS transistor. Here in this case, the n + -type 
drain region 28 can be formed, for example, in such a 
way that, after the p + -type collector region 27 has been 
formed, a trench for forming the n + -type drain region 28 
is provided in the pMype collector region 27 and is filled 
up with an n-type layer, which is subsequently flattened. 

(Ninth Embodiment) 

[0077] FIG. 11 illustrates a perspective sectional 
view of a MOSFET in the ninth embodiment of the 
present invention. This embodiment exemplifies a case 
where the present invention is applied to a MOS struc- 
ture having no p-type base region. 
[0078] As shown in FIG. 1 1 , in surface layer parts of 
a p-type substrate 30 which has a principal surface 30a 
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and a back surface 30b forming the opposite surface of 
the principal surface 30a, an n + -type source region 31 
and an n + -type drain region 32 which are equally deep 
from the principal surface 30a are formed in a spaced 
state. The n + -type source region 31 and the n + -type 
drain region 32 are extended in a direction perpendicu- 
lar to the principal surface 30a, and they have substan- 
tially uniform concentration distributions in the depth 
direction of the p-type substrate 30. 
[0079] Besides, a trench 33, which is perpendicular 
to the arrayed direction of the n + -type source region 31 
and the n + -type drain region 32, is formed so as to reach 
these regions 31 and 32. The trench 33 is formed 
deeper than the n + -type source region 31 and the n + - 
type drain region 32. A gate oxide film 34 is formed on 
the surface of the trench 33, and a gate electrode 35 is 
formed on the surface of the gate oxide film 34. 
[0080] With the MOSFET thus constructed, when a 
positive voltage is applied to the gate electrode 35, the 
whole areas of those parts of the p-type substrate 30, 
which adjoin the side surfaces of the trench 33, are 
inverted to become carrier regions, and a drain current 
is caused to flow as indicated by arrows in the figure. In 
this manner, even in the MOSFET having no p-type 
base region, the whole areas of those parts of the p- 
type substrate 30 which adjoin the side surfaces of the 
trench 33 can act as the carrier regions, so that a carrier 
resistance can be lowered to decrease an ON resist- 
ance. 

(Tenth Embodiment) 

[0081] FIG. 12A illustrates a perspective sectional 
view of a power MOSFET in the tenth embodiment of 
the present invention, while FIG. 12B illustrates an 
explanatory view for elucidating the operation of the 
power MOSFET. Since this embodiment consists in 
changing the formed position of an injection layer from 
the sixth embodiment, only portions different from the 
sixth embodiment shall be explained. 
[0082] As shown in FIG. 1 2A, a p-type region 50 as 
an injection layer is provided at the distal end position of 
that part of each trench 5 which penetrates a p-type 
base region 2 to reach a drift region 1c. That is, the 
injection layer is formed so as to be spaced from the p- 
type base region 2 and to avoid channel regions. Owing 
to such a construction, as shown in FIG. 12B, carriers 
are injected as indicated by arrows from the p-type 
region 50 being the injection layer, whereby the conduc- 
tivity modulation of the drift region 1c can be induced. 
[0083] Here in this embodiment, the injection layers 
are arranged at the distal end positions of those parts of 
the trenches 5 that reach the drift region 1c. That is, the 
injection layers are disposed at the positions that are not 
parallel to the arrayed direction (Z-direction) of the 
trenches 5, and an n + -type source region 3 is arranged 
in the amayed direction of the trenches 5, whereby 
channel regions are formed on the side surfaces of the 
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larger number of trenches 5 than that in the sixth 
embodiment. Owing to such a configuration, the 
decrease of the channel regions attributed to the provi- 
sion of the injection layers can be prevented. Thus, a 
lowered ON resistance can be attained. 
[0084] By the way, although the p-type regions 50 
may well be formed only in the vicinities of the surface of 
an n"-type substrate 1 as shown in FIGS. 12A and 12B, 
they may be formed deeper along the trenches 5, more 
preferably down to a depth equal to that of the channel 
regions, so as to attain their effect as the injection layers 
more efficiently. Incidentally, in the case where the p- 
type regions 50 as the injection layers are shallow, they 
can be formed by ion implantation or the like. Besides, 
in the case where the p-type regions 50 are deep, they 
can be formed in such a way that openings are provided 
by etching in the parts of the n*-type substrate 1 sched- 
uled to form the p-type regions 50 and are filled up with, 
for example, poly-silicon doped with a p-type impurity. 
[0085] Further, although this embodiment has 
exemplified the case of applying the present invention to 
the MOSFET, it is also applicable to an IGBT as shown 
in FIG. 13, in which the nMype source region 3 and an 
n + -type drain region 4 in FIGS. 12A and 12B are respec- 
tively altered into an n + -type emitter region 26 and a p + - 
type collector region 27 as in the seventh embodiment. 

(Eleventh Embodiment) 

[0086] FIG. 14A illustrates a perspective sectional 
view of a power MOSFET in the eleventh embodiment 
of the present invention, while FIG. 14B illustrates an 
explanatory view for elucidating the operation of the 
power MOSFET. This embodiment exemplifies a case 
where an injection layer is added to the fourth embodi- 
ment. 

[0087] As shown in FIG. 14A, an n + -type drain 
region 4 is arranged on the back surface side of an n~- 
type substrate V, and a p-type region 51 as an injection 
layer is provided on the principal surface side of the n"- 
type substrate V so as to oppose to a p-type base 
region 2 with a drift region 1c held therebetween. Such 
an injection layer can be formed, for example, simulta- 
neously with the formation of the p-type base region 2. 
Owing to the construction stated above, as shown in 
FIG. 14B, carriers are injected as indicated by arrows 
from the p-type region 51 being the injection layer, 
whereby the conductivity modulation of the drift region 
1c can be induced. 

[0088] In this manner, in the case of arranging the 
n + -type drain region 4 on the back surface side of the 
substrate V, the injection layer may well be arranged on 
the side which is remote from the p-type base region 2 
with the drift region 1c held therebetween. 
[0089] By the way, when the holes injected from the 
injection layer reach the p-type base region 2, they are 
exhausted as a source current, so that the injection 
layer should desirably be located far from the p-type 



base region 2. On the other hand, however, when the 
injection layer is far from the current path, since the 
effect of the conductivity modulation becomes difficult to 
be attained, the injection layer should desirably be 

5 located near the current path. Therefore, the location of 
the injection layer should preferably be optimally set in 
relation to the distances thereof from the p-type base 
region 2 and the current path. Incidentally, this embodi- 
ment is also applicable to an IGBT as shown in FIG. 1 5, 

10 in which an n + -type source region 3 and the n + -type 
drain region 4 in FIGS. 14A and 14B are respectively 
altered into an n + -type emitter region 26 and a p + -type 
collector region 27 as in the seventh or tenth embodi- 
ment. 

15 

(Twelfth Embodiment) 

[0090] FIG. 16A illustrates a perspective sectional 
view of a power MOSFET in the twelfth embodiment of 

20 the present invention, while FIG. 16B illustrates an 
explanatory view for elucidating the operation of the 
power MOSFET. Also this embodiment consists in 
changing the arranged position of an injection layer from 
the sixth embodiment. 

25 [0091] As shown in FIG. 16A, a p-type region 52 as 
an injection layer is provided on the back surface side of 
a substrate. Owing to such a construction, as shown in 
FIG. 16B, carriers are injected as indicated by arrows 
from the p-type region 52 being the injection layer, 

30 whereby the conductivity modulation of a drift region 1c 
can be induced. 

[0092] In this manner, the injection layer may well 
be provided on the back surface side of the substrate. In 
this case, the MOSFET constructed similarly to that 

35 stated above may be formed by making the injection 
layer out of the p-type substrate and disposing an n"- 
type layer V on the p-type substrate. Incidentally, this 
embodiment is also applicable to an IGBT as shown in 
FIG. 17, in which an n + -type source region 3 and an n + - 

40 type drain region 4 in FIGS. 16A and 16B are respec- 
tively altered into an n + -type emitter region 26 and a p + - 
type collector region 27 as in the seventh embodiment 
or the like. 

45 (Thirteenth Embodiment) 

[0093] FIG. 18 illustrates a perspective sectional 
view of a power MOSFET in the thirteenth embodiment 
of the present invention. As shown in this embodiment, 

so the p-type regions 50 as the injection layers in the struc- 
ture of the tenth embodiment may well be connected to 
a gate wiring line 53, thereby to electrically connect the 
p-type regions 50 and gate electrodes 7. Thus, carriers 
can be injected only in the ON state of the MOSFET. 

55 Therefore, a wasteful injection current can be controlled 
so as not to flow in the OFF state of the MOSFET. 
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(Fourteenth Embodiment) 

[0094] FIG. 19 illustrates a perspective sectional 
view of a power MOSFET in the fourteenth embodiment 
of the present invention. According to this embodiment, 5 
the power MOSFET in the thirteenth embodiment is 
modified into a structure in which a potential difference 
is bestowed between voltages respectively applied to 
the p-type regions 50 as the injection layers and to the 
gate electrodes 7. 

[0095] As shown in FIG. 19, the p-type regions 50 
are connected to the gate wiring line 53 through a resis- 
tor 54. A voltage drop arises across the resistor 54, so 
that the voltage (for example, 0.7 to 1 .2 V), which is 
lower than the voltage (for example, 5 to 1 5V) applied to 
the gate electrodes 7, is applied to the p-type regions 
50. Thus, the same effect as in the thirteenth embodi- 
ment is attained, and the desired voltages can be 
respectively applied to the p-type regions 50 and the 
gate electrodes 7. 

(Fifteenth Embodiment) 

[0096] FIG. 20 illustrates a perspective sectional 
view of a power MOSFET in the fifteenth embodiment of 
the present invention. Besides, FIG. 21 illustrates a 
schematic plan view of an example of layout adopted for 
the power MOSFETs in this embodiment. 
[0097] This embodiment consists in the combina- 
tion of the structures of the power MOSFETs in the first 
and fourth embodiments. As shown in FIG. 20, an n + - 
type drain region 4 is extended in the X-direction and is 
also formed on the back surface of a substrate. The n + - 
type drain region 4 has uniform concentration distribu- 
tions in both its part extended in the X-direction and in 
its part formed on the back surface of the substrate. 
This n + -type drain region 4 is made of an n + -type sub- 
strate 60. As will be described later, the power MOSFET 
in this embodiment is manufactured in such a way that a 
recess is formed in the n + -type substrate 60 and is 
thereafter filled up with the drift region 1c, p-type base 
region 2 and n + -type source region 3. Besides, the n + - 
type drain region 4 and a drain electrode are electrically 
connected on the back side of the substrate. 
[0098] As shown in FIG. 21, the power MOSFETs 
each being thus constructed are arranged in substan- 
tially the same layout as in the first embodiment. Inci- 
dentally, FIG. 20 corresponds to section A - O - B 
indicated in FIG. 21 as seen in perspective. 
[0099] Also in the power MOSFET of such a con- 
struction, a channel width can be set in accordance with 
the depth of the trench 5, so that a channel resistance, 
a drift resistance, etc. per unit area can be lowered and 
decrease a normalized ON resistance (ON resistance 
per mm-square). 

[0100] Regarding the power MOSFET in this 
embodiment, the depth of the trench 5 was changed, 
and the normalized ON resistances of respective sam- 



ples were investigated. The results are shown in FIG. 
22. As seen from this figure, the normalized ON resist- 
ance of the power MOSFET lowers as the trench 5 is 
deepened more, but it rises when the trench 5 is deep- 
ened excessively. The reason therefor is that the inter- 
nal resistances of the n + -type drain region 4, etc. 
enlarge with increase in the trench depth. More specifi- 
cally, in the X-direction, the internal resistances of the 
n + -type drain region 4, etc. enlarge in a relationship 
equivalent to the series connection of the resistances. 
Therefore, notwithstanding that a resistance value in the 
Y-direction diminishes in the relationship of the parallel 
connection of the resistances with the spread of the 
channel width, the overall impedance rises to enlarge 
the normalized ON resistance. 
[0101] On calculations, when the trench depth is set 
at about 5 |im to 300 ujn, it is possible to realize a nor- 
malized ON resistance that is lower than the limit value 
R s (supposed to be 38.0 mft • mm 2 ) of a lowered ON 
resistance based on micrifying in the MOSFET of the 
prior-art structure shown in FIG. 52C. Besides, in order 
to realize a normalized ON resistance which is lower 
than a theoretical limit value R T (1 6.5 mCl • mm 2 ) of the 
normalized ON resistance in the MOSFET of the prior- 
art structure, the trench depth should desirably be set at 
about 20 to 1 00 um Further, considering a design mar- 
gin and a process margin, the trench depth should opti- 
mally be set at about 30 to 50 um 
[0102] Moreover, another effect can be attained by 
the contrivance in the power MOSFET of this embodi- 
ment that the drain electrode that is electrically con- 
nected with the n + -type drain region 4 is arranged on the 
back side of the substrate as mentioned in the fourth 
embodiment. The effect will be explained with reference 
to FIGS. 23A and 23B. 

[0103] FIG. 23A schematically depicts the sectional 
construction of the power MOSFET in this embodiment, 
while FIG. 23B schematically depicts the sectional con- 
struction of the prior-art device shown in FIG. 53. 
[0104] As shown in FIGS. 23A and 23B, when the 
n + -type source region 3 and n + -type drain region 4 and 
the source layer 152 and drain layer 153 are deepened, 
potential differences corresponding to the depths are 
developed by the internal resistances of the regions and 
the layers during the operations of the power MOS- 
FETs. 

[0105] In the case of the power MOSFET of this 
embodiment as shown in FIG. 23A, when 0 V and 10 V 
are respectively applied to the source electrode con- 
nected with the n + -type source region 3 and to the drain 
electrode connected with the n + -type drain region 4, the 
potential differences ascribable to the internal resist- 
ances bring the deepest part (nearest the back surface 
side of the substrate) of the n + -type source region 3 to, 
for example, 5 V and the uppermost part (nearest the 
principal surface side of the substrate) of the n + -type 
drain region 4 to, for example, 5 V. On the other hand, in 
the case of the prior-art device as shown In FIG. 23B, a 
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source electrode and drain electrode, which are respec- 
tively connected to the source layer 152 and drain layer 
153 can be arranged only on the principal surface side 
of the substrate, and hence, even when 0 V and 10 V 
are respectively applied to the source electrode and 
drain electrode, the potential differences ascribable to 
the internal resistances arise to bring the deepest parts 
of the source layer 152 and drain layer 153 to, for exam- 
ple, about 5 V. 

[0106] As understood from these situations, in the 
case of the prior-art device, even when a source/drain 
potential difference is 10 V on the principal surface side 
of the substrate, it diminishes with the depth from the 
principal surface of the substrate, and it becomes 
almost null at the deepest parts of the source layer 152 
and drain layer 153. Therefore, a channel uniform in the 
depth direction is not formed, and a uniform current path 
is not formed. Especially in the case where the source 
layer 152 and drain layer 153 have concentration distri- 
butions in the width direction as in the prior-art device, 
the quantities of increases in the internal resistances on 
the occasion of deepening the source layer 152 and 
drain layer 153 are large, and hence, the decrease of 
the ON resistance cannot be sufficiently achieved. 
[0107] In contrast, in the power MOSFET of this 
embodiment, the potential difference between the n + - 
type source region 3 and the n + -type drain region 4 
becomes substantially constant from the principal sur- 
face side of the substrate to the back surface side 
thereof. Therefore, the uniform channel can be formed, 
and the uniform current path can be formed. Thus, the 
decrease of the ON resistance can be sufficiently 
achieved. 

[0108] Next, manufacturing steps for the power 
MOSFET in this embodiment are illustrated in FIGS. 
24A through 24F, FIGS. 25A through 25F, and FIGS. 
26A through 26D, and a method of manufacturing the 
power MOSFET will be described with reference to 
these figures. By the way, in these figures, the states of 
section C - C in FIG. 21 are shown on the left sides of 
sheets of paper, and the states of section O - B in FIG. 
21 are shown on the right sides of the sheets of paper. 

[Steps shown in FIGS. 24A and 24B] 

[0109] First, an n + -type substrate 60 to form an n + - 
type drain region 4 is prepared. Besides, a silicon oxide 
film 61 is formed on the n + -type substrate 60 by thermal 
oxidation, CVD or the like. In addition, the region of the 
silicon oxide film 61 scheduled to form a drift region 1c 
is etched into an opening by photolithography. On this 
occasion, the width of the opening in the direction of 
section C - C in FIG. 21 is set at, for example, 1 0 to 1 00 
urn 

[Step shown in FIGS. 24C and 24D] 

[0110] At the next step, using the silicon oxide film 



61 as a mask, trench etching is performed at a depth of, 
for example, 1 0 to 1 00 um Thus, the part of the n + -type 
substrate 60 other than the area thereof to become the 
n^-type drain region 4 is removed, and a trench 62 is 
5 formed. The trench etching on this occasion may be 
either of dry etching and wet etching. 

[Steps shown in FIGS. 24E and 24F] 

to [0111] Subsequently, an n"-type film 63 is formed 
on the inner wall surface of the trench 62. The n"-type 
film 63 corresponds to the drift region 1c. On this occa- 
sion, the n"-type film 63 is formed by, for example, epi- 
taxial growth, so that the drift region 1c is formed having 

15 a substantially uniform thickness and a substantially 
uniform concentration distribution. Further, a p-typefilm 
64 is formed so as to cover the n"-type film 63. The p- 
type film 64 corresponds to a p-type base region 2. 
Since this p-type film 64 is also formed by, for example, 

20 epitaxial growth, it is formed having a substantially uni- 
form thickness and a substantially uniform concentra- 
tion distribution. 

[Step shown in FIGS. 25A and 25B] 

25 

[0112] Next, an n + -type film 65 is formed so as to 
cover the p-type film 64 and to fully fill the trench 62. 
The n + -type film 65 corresponds to an n + -type source 
region 3. Since this n + -type film 65 is also formed by, for 
30 example, epitaxial growth, the n^-type source region 3 is 
formed having a substantially uniform thickness and a 
substantially uniform concentration distribution. Inciden- 
tally, on this occasion, the n + -type film 65 may well be 
formed by depositing a poly-silicon film doped with an n- 
35 type impurity. 

[0113] In this way, the drift region 1c, p-type base 
region 2 and n + -type source region 3 each having the 
substantially uniform thickness and the substantially 
uniform concentration distribution are formed, so that 
40 the positional relationships of these regions are deter- 
mined in self-alignment fashion. 

[Step shown in FIGS. 25C and 25D] 

45 [01 14] A polishing treatment for flattening is carried 
out on the front surface side of the substrate until the n + - 
type film 65, p-type film 64 and n"-type film 63 are flat- 
tened using, for example, the silicon oxide film 61 as an 
etching stopper. 

50 

[Steps shown in FIGS. 25E and 25F] 

[0115] Subsequently, a silicon oxide film 66 is 
formed on the whole front surface of the substrate by 
55 CVD or the like. Thereafter, openings are provided in 
the areas of the silicon oxide film 66 scheduled to form 
trenches 5, by photolithography. 
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[Steps shown in FIGS. 26A and 26B] 

[0116] Using the silicon oxide films 66 and 61 as a 
mask, trench etching is performed at a depth of, for 
example, 1 0 to 1 00 ^im. The trench etching on this occa- 5 
sion may be either of dry etching and wet etching. Thus, 
the trenches 5 each of which penetrates the p-type base 
region 2 from the n + -type source region 3 and reaches 
the drain region 1c are formed. Thereafter, the silicon 
oxide films 66 and 61 are removed. 

[Steps shown in FIGS. 26C and 26D] 

[0117] Besides, gate oxide films 6 are formed on 
the inner walls of the trenches 5 by gate oxidation. Fur- 
ther, the interiors of the gate oxide films 6 are filled up 
with n + -type poly-silicon, thereby to form gate elec- 
trodes 7. At this step of burying the n + -type poly-silicon, 
the film thereof needs to be deposited thick because of 
the necessity of fully filling the interiors of the trenches 
5. Therefore, the deposited film is subsequently etched 
back to thin that part of the n + -type poly-silicon that lies 
above the front surface of the substrate. 
[0118] Further, the thinned film of the n + -type poly- 
silicon is subjected to photolithography so that the nec- 
essary parts thereof are covered with a photoresist, and 
the resulting n + -type poly-silicon film is thereafter pat- 
terned by dry or wet etching. Thus, wiring layers (not 
shown) which are respectively connected to the plurality 
of gate electrodes 7 are formed, and the gate electrodes 
7 are simultaneously formed to the extent of being flush 
with the front surface of the substrate or being some- 
what depressed therefrom. 

[0119] Lastly, although no illustration is made, 
known processes are carried out to form a source elec- 
trode that lies in contact with the n + -type source region 
3 and also with the p-type base region 2, on the front 
side of the substrate, and a drain electrode that lies in 
contact with the n + -type drain region 4, on the back side 
of the substrate. Thereafter, electric wiring lines for 
establishing the electrical conductions of the gate elec- 
trodes 7 and the source electrode with the exterior are 
patterned. Further, the front side of the substrate is cov- 
ered with a protective film. Then, the power MOSFET in 
this embodiment is finished up. 
[0120] According to such a manufacturing method, 
trenches need not be formed successively on the 
respective occasions of the step of forming the drift 
region 1c, the step of forming the p-type base region 2, 
and the step of forming the n + -type source region 3. 
That is, one time of trench etching is performed, and the 
drift region 1c, p-type base region 2 and n + -type source 
region 3 are deposited in succession, whereby they can 
be formed in self-alignment fashion. Therefore, only one 
time of trench etching suffices. Thus, it is permitted to 
simplify the manufacturing process of the power MOS- 
FET and to curtail the manufacturing cost thereof. 
[0121] Incidentally, although the case of applying 



the embodiment of the present invention to the power 
MOSFET has been described in this embodiment, the 
embodiment may well be adopted for any other struc- 
ture. 

[0122] For example, this embodiment may well be 
applied to an IGBT as shown in FIG. 27. In this case, as 
shown in FIG. 27, the n + -type source region 3 and the 
n + -type drain region 4 in FIG. 20 may well be respec- 
tively altered into an n + -type emitter region 26 and a p + - 
type collector region 27. Herein, the IGBT of the struc- 
ture shown in FIG. 27 can be manufactured in such a 
way that a manufacturing process similar to the above 
process of the power MOSFET is performed using a p + - 
type substrate 60' which forms the p + -type collector 
region 27. 

[0123] Besides, this embodiment may well be 
applied to an MCT (Mos Controlled Thyristor) shown in 
FIG. 28. In this case, the structure of the MCT is similar 
to that of the IGBT shown in FIG. 27. In this case, the 
n + -type emitter region 26 functions as an n + -type cath- 
ode region 26', and the p + -type collector region 27 as a 
p + -type anode region 27'. Since, however, a p-type base 
region 2 in the MCT needs to be held in a floating state, 
it is not electrically connected with the n + -type cathode 
region 26'. In such an MCT, channel regions can be 
turned ON/OFF by controlling an applied voltage to gate 
electrodes 7. Incidentally, the structure as stated above 
can be manufactured by a method which is similar to 
that of the IGBT shown in FIG. 27. Since, however, the 
p-type base region 2 needs to be held in the floating 
state, a wiring pattern by which the p-type base region 2 
and the n + -type cathode region 26' are not electrically 
connected needs to be formed at the formation of wiring 
lines performed last (after the steps shown in FIGS. 26C 
and 26D). 

[0124] Further, this embodiment may well be 
applied to an ACCUFET shown in FIG. 29. In this case, 
the structure of the ACCUFET is substantially the same 
as that of the power MOSFET shown in FIG. 20, but it 
does not include the p-type base region 2 in the power 
MOSFET. In such an ACCUFET, for example, when a 
voltage is applied to gate electrodes 7, a depletion layer 
spreads onto the side of a drift region 1c between the 
adjacent gate electrodes 7, and the quantity of the 
spread of the depletion layer is changed by controlling 
the applied voltage, so as to control channel regions. 
Such a structure can be manufactured by omitting the 
step of forming the p-type base region 2 from the proc- 
ess of the power MOSFET shown in FIG. 20. 

(Sixteenth Embodiment) 

[0125] FIG. 30 illustrates a perspective sectional 
view of a power MOSFET in the sixteenth embodiment 
of the present invention. In this embodiment, as com- 
pared to the power MOSFET of the fifteenth embodi- 
ment, the internal resistances of the n + -type source 
region 3, etc. in the X-direction are lowered. 
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[0126] As shown in FIG. 30, resistance lowering 
layers 70, 71 extended from the front surface of the sub- 
strate in the X-direction are respectively provided in the 
n*-type source region 3 and n + -type drain region 4. The 
resistance lowering layers 70, 71 are made of a material 5 
which is lower in resistivity than semiconductor materi- 
als, and which is, for example, a metal such as Al, Cu, 
W or Ti, or a refractory metal silicide such as WSi 2 , 
TiSi 2 or CoSi 2 . In this embodiment, the resistance low- 
ering layers 70, 71 are formed at equal depths, which 
are shallower than the n + -type source region 3. 
[0127] Owing to the resistance lowering layers 70, 
71 thus formed, the contact between the n + -type source 
region 3 and the electric wiring becomes a substantially 
three-dimensional structure, whereby increases in the 
resistances of the n + -type source region 3 and n + -type 
drain region 4 in the X-direction can be suppressed. 
[0128] As already indicated in the experimental 
result of the fifteenth embodiment (refer to FIG. 22), the 
internal resistances of the n + -type source region 3, etc. 
increase more as the trench depth becomes greater, in 
the fifteenth embodiment. In contrast, the increase of 
the ON resistance attributed to a trench depth being 
excessively great can be suppressed by the contrivance 
of the sixteenth embodiment. Therefore, the trench 
depth can be increased more than in the case of the fif- 
teenth embodiment, and the normalized ON resistance 
can be decreased still further. 

[0129] Incidentally, the power MOSFET in this 
embodiment is manufactured by performing steps to be 
explained below with reference to FIGS. 31 A through 
31 D, after the steps shown in FIGS. 26C and 26D have 
been performed as in the fifteenth embodiment. 
[0130] First, as shown in FIGS. 31 A and 31 B, the 
front surface of the substrate is covered with an inter- 
layer insulating film 73 of BPSG or the like, and open- 
ings are thereafter provided in the interlayer insulating 
film 73 over regions which are scheduled to form the 
resistance lowering layers 70, 71 . Besides, trenches 74 
are formed in the regions scheduled to form the resist- 
ance lowering layers 70, 71, by dry or wet etching. Sub- 
sequently, as shown in FIGS. 31 C and 31 D, an Al film 
75 as the electric wiring is deposited so as to fill up the 
interiors of the trenches 74. Those parts of the Al film 75 
which fill up the trenches 74 correspond to the resist- 
ance lowering layers 70, 71. Thereafter, although no 
illustration is made, a drain electrode is formed on the 
back side of the substrate, and the front surface of the 
substrate is covered with a protective film. Then, the 
power MOSFET in this embodiment is finished up. 
[0131] In the above, the trenches 74 are filled up 
with the Al film 75 at the step shown in FIGS. 31 C and 
31 D. It is also allowed, however, that as shown in FIGS. 
32A and 32B, the trenches 74 are filled up with a refrac- 
tory metal silicide 76, not with the Al film 75, followed by 
flattening the refractory metal silicide 76, and that, as 
shown in FIGS. 32C and 32D, the Al film 75 is thereafter 
deposited. 



(Seventeenth Embodiment) 

[0132] FIG. 33 illustrates a perspective sectional 
view of a power MOSFET in the seventeenth embodi- 
ment of the present invention. In this embodiment, as 
compared to the power MOSFET of the fifteenth 
embodiment, the potential of the p-type base region 2 
can be appropriately fixed. 

[0133] As shown in FIG. 33, contact layers 77 
extended in the X-direct ion are provided in the p-type 
base region 3. The contact layers 77 are made of, for 
example, poly-silicon doped with a p-type impurity and 
are formed shallower than the p-type base region 2. By 
the way, a resistance lowering layer 71 plays the same 
role as in the sixteenth embodiment. Owing to the con- 
tact layers 77 thus formed, the contact between the p- 
type base region 2 and the electric wiring becomes a 
substantially three-dimensional structure. 
[01 34] The p-type base region 2 is formed at a com- 
paratively low concentration. In the case of the structure 
of the fifteenth embodiment, therefore, the potential fix- 
ation becomes difficult when the p-type base region 2 is 
formed deep. Consequently, a parasitic transistor which 
is constructed of the drift region 1c, p-type base region 
2 and n + -type source region 3 might be brought into an 
ON state by static electricity or the like. 
[0135] In contrast, the potential fixation of the p- 
type base region 2 can be reliably done by forming the 
contact layers 77 in the p-type base region 2 as in this 
embodiment. Thus, the potential fluctuation of the p- 
type base region 2 attributed to the internal resistance 
thereof can be prevented. Incidentally, the contact lay- 
ers 77 are formed in such a way that, after the steps 
shown in FIGS. 26C and 26D have been performed as 
in the fifteenth embodiment, trenches are formed by 
photolithography in the parts of the p-type base region 2 
scheduled to form the contact layers 77 and are filled up 
with poly-silicon of p-type. 

(Eighteenth Embodiment) 

[0136] FIG. 34 illustrates a perspective sectional 
view of a power MOSFET in the eighteenth embodiment 
of the present invention. This embodiment consists in 
the combination of the sixteenth and seventeenth 
embodiments. 

[0137] As shown in FIG. 34, resistance lowering 
layers 78 constructed similarly to the resistance lower- 
ing layer 70 in the sixteenth embodiment are formed so 
as to couple the n + -type source region 3 and the p-type 
base region 2. Therefore, the resistance lowering layers 
78 function also as contact layers with the p-type base 
region 2 similarly to the contact layers 77 in the seven- 
teenth embodiment. In this manner, when the resist- 
ance lowering layers 78 are formed as in this 
embodiment, the role of lowering the internal resistance 
of the n + -type source region 3 and the role of fixing the 
potential of the p-type base region 2 can be fulfilled 
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compatibly. 

(Nineteenth Embodiment) 

[0138] FIG. 35 illustrates a perspective sectional 5 
view of a power MOSFETin the nineteenth embodiment 
of the present invention. This embodiment consists in 
altering the depth of the trenches 5 of the power MOS- 
FET in the fifteenth embodiment. 

[0139] As shown in FIG. 35, the bottom parts of the to 
trenches 5 are shallower than the bottom part of the p- 
type base region 2, and the gate electrodes 7 terminate 
in the interior of the p-type base region 2 in the X-direc- 
tion. In this manner, the gate electrodes 7 are formed so 
as to terminate in the interior of the p-type base region 15 
2, whereby the channel regions can be prevented from 
appearing in the X-direction. Thus, a gate controllability 
can be prevented from worsening for the reason that a 
threshold voltage by which the channel regions are 
formed in the X-direction becomes lower than one by 20 
which the channel regions are formed in the Y-direction. 
[0140] Incidentally, the power MOSFET of such a 
construction is manufactured merely by shallowing the 
depth of the trenches 5 in the fifteenth embodiment. 
Besides, although the gate electrodes 7 have been 25 
formed so as to terminate in the interior of the p-type 
base region 2 in this embodiment, they may well termi- 
nate in the interior of the n + -type source region 3 as 
shown in FIG. 36. 

30 

(Twentieth Embodiment) 

[0141] In this embodiment, there will be described a 
case where the power MOSFET in FIGS. 20 and 21 as 
mentioned in the fifteenth embodiment is manufactured 35 
by a method which is different from the steps shown in 
FIG. 24A through FIG. 26D. 

[0142] Manufacturing steps for the power MOSFET 
in this embodiment are illustrated in FIGS. 37A through 
37F, and the method of manufacturing the power MOS- 40 
FET will be described on the basis of these figures. By 
the way, in these figures, the states of section C - C in 
FIG. 21 are shown on the left side of a sheet of paper, 
and the states of section O - B in FIG. 21 are shown on 
the right side of the sheet of paper. In addition, the same 45 
steps as shown in FIG. 24A through FIG. 26D will be 
explained with reference to these figures. 
[0143] First, the steps shown in FIGS. 24A through 
24D are carried out to form a trench 62 in an n + -type 
substrate 60. Besides, the steps shown in FIGS. 37A so 
through 37C are performed as stated below. 

[Step shown in FIGS. 37A and 37B] 

[0144] An n"-type film 80 is formed on the inner wall 55 
surface of the trench 62 by, for example, epitaxial 
growth. On this occasion, the thickness of the n"-type 
film 80 is set nearly equal to the sum of the thicknesses 



of the n~-type film 63 and the p-type film 64 shown in 
FIGS. 24E and 24F. 

[Step shown in FIGS. 37C and 37D] 

[0145] Next, a p-type film 81 , for example, BSG film 
containing a p-type impurity is deposited so as to cover 
the n"-type film 80. 

[Steps shown in FIGS. 37E and 37F] 

[0146] Subsequently, a driving heat treatment is 
performed. For example, a heat treatment at 950 to 
1 150 °C is performed in an N 2 atmosphere. Thus, the p- 
type impurity in the p-type film 81 is thermally diffused 
(as solid-phase diffusion) into the n"-type film 80, and 
the conductivity type of the part of the n"-type film 80 
having a predetermined thickness from the front surface 
of this film 80 is inverted. The inverted region of the n"- 
type film 80 corresponds to a p-type base region 2. Inci- 
dentally, the quantity of the thermal diffusion is substan- 
tially uniform, so that the concentration distribution of 
the inverted region becomes substantially uniform. 
Therefore, the positional relation between a drift region 
1 c and the p-type base region 2 are determined in self- 
alignment fashion. Thereafter, the p-type film 81 is 
removed. 

[0147] Besides, the steps shown in FIGS. 25A, 25B 
et seq. are performed, and the power MOSFET shown 
in FIG. 20 is finished up. As stated above, the p-type 
base region 2 can also be formed by the thermal diffu- 
sion. Incidentally, although the p-type base region 2 has 
been formed by the solid-phase diffusion in this embod- 
iment, it can also be formed by vapor-phase diffusion or 
liquid-phase diffusion. 

(Twenty-first Embodiment) 

[0148] In this embodiment, as in the twentieth 
embodiment, there will be described a case where the 
power MOSFET in FIGS. 20 and 21 is manufactured by 
a method which is different from the steps shown in FIG. 
24A through FIG. 26D. 

[0149] Manufacturing steps for the power MOSFET 
in this embodiment are illustrated in FIGS. 38A through 
38F, and the method of manufacturing the power MOS- 
FET will be described on the basis of these figures. By 
the way, in these figures, the states of section C - C in 
FIG. 21 are shown on the left side of a sheet of paper, 
and the states of section O - B in FIG. 21 are shown on 
the right side of the sheet of paper. In addition, the same 
steps as shown in FIG. 24A through FIG. 26D will be 
explained with reference to these figures. 

[Step shown in FIGS. 38A and 38B] 

[0150] First, the steps shown in FIGS. 24A to 24D 
are carried out to form a trench 82 in an n + -type sub- 
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strate 60. Here, only the part of the n + -type substrate 60 
scheduled to form an n + -type source region 3 is etched 
into the trench 82. 

[Steps shown in FIGS. 38C and 38D] 

[0151] Subsequently, a p-type film, for example, 
BSG film containing a p-type impurity is deposited so as 
to cover the inner wall of the trench 82. Besides, a driv- 
ing heat treatment is performed. For example, a heat 
treatment at 1000 to 1150 °C is performed in an N 2 
atmosphere. Thus, the p-type impurity in the p-type film 
is thermally diffused (as solid-phase diffusion) into the 
n + -type substrate 60, and the part of the n + -type sub- 
strate 60 having a predetermined thickness from the 
front surface of this substrate 60 has its conductivity 
type compensated to become a high resistance region 
83. The high resistance region 83 corresponds to a drift 
region 1c. Thereafter, the p-type film is removed. 

[Steps shown in FIGS. 38E and 38F] 

[0152] Next, a p-type film, for example, BSG film 
containing a p-type impurity is deposited so as to cover 
the trench 82 again. The p-type film, which is formed on 
this occasion, should desirably have an impurity con- 
centration higher than that of the p-type film formed at 
the step shown in FIGS. 38C and 38D. 
[0153] In addition, a driving heat treatment is per- 
formed. For example, a heat treatment at 950 to 1150 
°C is performed in an N 2 atmosphere. Thus, the p-type 
impurity in the p-type film is thermally diffused (as solid- 
phase diffusion) into the high resistance region 83, and 
the conductivity type of the part of the high resistance 
region 83 having a predetermined thickness from the 
front surface of this region 83 is inverted. The inverted 
region of the high resistance region 83 corresponds to a 
p-type base region 2. Thereafter, the p-type film is 
removed. 

[0154] Incidentally, the quantities of the thermal dif- 
fusion at steps shown in FIGS. 38C to 38F are substan- 
tially uniform, so that the concentration distributions of 
the compensated region and inverted region become 
substantially uniform. Therefore, the positional relation 
between the drift region 1 c and the p-type base region 2 
are determined in self-alignment fashion. 
[0155] Besides, the steps shown in FIGS. 25A, 25B 
et seq. are performed, and the power MOSFET shown 
in FIG. 20 is finished up. As stated above, the drift 
region 1c and p-type base region 2 can also be formed 
by the thermal diffusion. Incidentally, although the p- 
type base region 2 and drift region 1c have been formed 
by the solid-phase diffusion in this embodiment, they 
can also be formed by vapor-phase diffusion or liquid- 
phase diffusion. 



(Twenty-second Embodiment) 

[0156] In this embodiment, as in the twentieth and 
twenty-first embodiments, there will be described a 

s case where the power MOSFET in FIGS. 20 and 21 is 
manufactured by a method which is different from the 
steps shown in FIG. 24A through FIG. 26D. 
[01 57] Manufacturing steps for the power MOSFET* 
in this embodiment are illustrated in FIGS. 39A through 

w 39F, and the method of manufacturing the power MOS- 
FET will be described on the basis of these figures. By 
the way, in these figures, the states of section C - C in 
FIG. 21 are shown on the left side of a sheet of paper, 
and the states of section O - B in FIG. 21 are shown on 

15 the right side of the sheet of paper. In addition, the same 
steps as shown in FIG. 24A ~ FIG. 26D will be 
explained with reference to these figures. 

[Step shown in FIGS. 39A and 39B] 

20 

[0158] First, the steps shown in FIGS. 24A to 24D 
are carried out to form a trench 84 in an n + -type sub- 
strate 60. Here, only the part of the n + -type substrate 60 
scheduled to form a p-type base region 2 is etched into 
25 the trench 84. 

[Steps shown in FIGS. 39C and 39D] 

[0159] Subsequently, a p-type film, for example, 
30 BSG film containing a p-type impurity is deposited so as 
to cover the inner wall of the trench 84. Besides, a driv- 
ing heat treatment is performed. For example, a heat 
treatment at 950 to 1150 °C is performed in an N 2 
atmosphere. Thus, the p-type impurity in the p-type film 
35 is thermally diffused (as solid-phase diffusion) into the 
n + -type substrate 60, and the part of the n + -type sub- 
strate 60 having a predetermined thickness from the 
front surface of this substrate 60 has its conductivity 
type compensated to become a high resistance region 
40 85. The high resistance region 85 corresponds to a drift 
region 1c. Thereafter, the p-type film is removed. 

[Steps shown in FIGS. 39E and 39F] 

45 [0160] Next, a p-type film 86 is formed by, for exam- 
ple, epitaxial growth so as to cover the trench 84 again. 
The p-type film 86 corresponds to the p-type base 
region 2. Besides, the steps shown in FIGS. 25A, 25B et 
seq. are performed, and the power MOSFET shown in 

so FIG. 20 is finished up. As stated above, the drift region 
1c can also be formed by the thermal diffusion. Inciden- 
tally, although the drift region 1c has been formed by the 
solid-phase diffusion in this embodiment, it can also be 
formed by vapor-phase diffusion or liquid-phase diffu- 

55 sion. 
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(Twenty-third Embodiment) 

[0161] FIG. 40 illustrates a perspective sectional 
view of a power MOSFET in the twenty-third embodi- 
ment of the present invention. This embodiment is dif- 5 
ferent from the power MOSFET of the fifteenth 
embodiment, in point that a p + -type impurity diffusion 
layer 90 which is electrically connected with the n + -type 
source region 3 is provided in the surface layer part of 
the n + -type drain region 4. The p + -type impurity diffu- to 
sion layer 90 is formed by, for example, implanting ions 
into the selected part after the formation of the gate 
electrodes 7. 

[0162] Owing to the provision of such a p + -type 
impurity diffusion layer 90, when a surge current is 15 
developed, a P-N junction formed by this p + -type impu- 
rity diffusion layer 90 and the n + -type drain region 4 can 
break down to diffuse the surge current before the turn- 
ON of a parasitic n-p-n transistor which is constructed of 
the n + -type drain region 4 (drift region 1c), p-type base 20 
region 2 and n + -type source region 3. Thus, it is possi- 
ble to prevent the surge current from flowing through the 
parasitic transistor and to prevent, for example, the gate 
oxide films 6 from being destroyed by the generation of 
heat attributed to the operation of the parasitic transis- 25 
tor. 

(Other Embodiments) 

[0163] Although, in the foregoing embodiments, the 30 
power MOSFETs etc. have been formed using the n'- 
type substrate 1, power MOSFETs etc. may well be 
formed using a p-type substrate. In this case, the power 
MOSFET comes to have a construction shown in FIG. 
41 , in which the p-type base region 2 is formed of the p- 35 
type substrate 40, and the drift region 1c is formed by 
trenching etc. 

[0164] Although the power MOSFETs etc. of n- 
channel type have been exemplified in the foregoing 
embodiments, the present invention is also applicable to 40 
power MOSFETs etc. of p-channei type. Further, 
although the foregoing embodiments have mentioned 
the power MOSFETs etc. of inversion type in each of 
which the p-type base region 2 made of the p-type sem- 
iconductor is arranged sideward of the trench 5 so as to 45 
form the channel regions by inverting the p-type base 
region 2, the present invention is also applicable to 
power MOSFETs etc. of accumuiation type in each of 
which an n-type layer being a thin film is arranged 
between the p-type base region 2 and the trench 5 so as so 
to form channel regions on the basis of carriers accu- 
mulated in the n-type layer. 

[0165] According to the first embodiment, in the 
manufacture of the power MOSFET, the three times of 
trenching steps need to be performed in order to form 55 
the trench for arranging the p-type base region 2, the 
trenches for arranging the n + -type source region 3 and 
the n + -type drain region 4, and the trench for arranging 



the gate electrode 7, respectively. It is troublesome that 
the trenching steps must be repeated three times. 
Therefore, manufacturing methods to be described 
below may well be adopted. 

(1) First, an n'-type substrate 1 is prepared, and 
trenches are formed in those parts of the n"-type 
substrate 1 which are scheduled to form an n + -type 
source region 3 and an n + -type drain region 4, fol- 
lowed by forming a mask oxide film on the whole 
front surface of the n'-type substrate 1 as includes 
the interiors of the trenches. Subsequently, that part 
of the mask oxide film which is formed inside the 
trench scheduled to form the n + -type source region 
3 is removed. Besides, a p-type impurity is diffused 
from the trench scheduled to form the n + -type 
source region 3, into the n"-type substrate 1 by 
vapor-phase diffusion. On this occasion, the p-type 
impurity is diffused only from the trench which is 
scheduled to form the n + -type source region 3 and 
which is not covered with the mask oxide film, 
whereby a p-type base region 2 is formed. Inciden- 
tally, on this occasion, the p-type base region 2 can 
also be formed by solid-phase diffusion which dif- 
fers from the above vapor-phase diffusion, and by 
which a p-type impurity is diffused from a p-type 
impurity layer buried in the trench beforehand. 

Thereafter, the mask oxide film is entirely 
removed, and the respective trenches scheduled to 
form the n + -type source region 3 and the n + -type 
drain region 4 are filled up with a poly-silicon tayer 
of n-type. Besides, the n-type poly-siiicon layer is 
flattened to be left behind only in the trenches, fol- 
lowed by the thermal diffusion of an n-type impurity 
contained in the poly-silicon layers, whereby the n'-- 
type source region 3 and the n + -type drain region 4 
are formed. By the way, in the case of filling up the 
trenches with the poly-silicon layers, junctions are 
formed by silicon and poly-silicon. Since, however, 
the n-type impurity in the poly-silicon layers is dif- 
fused by a heat treatment as stated above, P-N 
junctions can be formed by n-type layers resulting 
from the diffusion. 

Subsequently, as in the manufacturing method 
of the first embodiment, a trench 5 is formed, and a 
gate oxide film 6 and a gate electrode 7 are thereaf- 
ter formed. Thus, the power MOSFET shown in 
FIG. 1 can be manufactured. According to such a 
process, the power MOSFET can be manufactured 
by performing the trenching steps only twice, so 
that the manufacturing process can be simplified. 

Moreover, the p-type base region 2 is formed 
by diffusing the p-type impurity from the trench 
scheduled to form the n + -type source region 3 as 
stated above, so that the p-type base region 2 and 
the n + -type source region 3 can be formed in self- 
alignment fashion. Thus, the dimensions of the p- 
type base region 2 interposed between the n + -type 
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source region 3 and a drift region 1c are exactly 
defined, and a uniform MOS operation can be car- 
ried out. 

(2) Besides, in the case of employing a p-type sub- 
strate 40, the manufacturing method of a power 
MOSFET becomes as described with reference to 
FIG. 41 below. 

First, the p-type substrate 40 having a principal 
surface 40a and a back surface 40b is prepared. 
Trenches are formed in those parts of the p-type 
substrate 40 which are scheduled to form an n + - 
type source region 3 and an n + -type drain region 4, 
followed by forming a mask oxide film on the whole 
front surface of the p-type substrate 40 as includes 
the interiors of the trenches. Subsequently, that part 
of the mask oxide film which is formed inside the 
trench scheduled to form the n + -type drain region 4 
is removed. Besides, an n-type impurity is diffused 
from the trench scheduled to form the n+-type drain 
region 4, into the p-type substrate 40 by vapor- 
phase diffusion. On this occasion, the n-type impu- 
rity is diffused only from the trench which is sched- 
uled to form the nMype drain region 4 and which is 
not covered with the mask oxide film, whereby a 
drift region 1c is formed. 

Thereafter, the mask oxide film is entirely 
removed, and the respective trenches scheduled to 
form the n + -type source region 3 and the n + -type 
drain region 4 are filled up with a poly-silicon layer 
of n-type. Besides, the n-type poly-silicon layer is 
flattened to be left behind only in the trenches, fol- 
lowed by the thermal diffusion of an n-type impurity 
contained in the poly-silicon layers, whereby the n + - 
type source region 3 and the n + -type drain region 4 
are formed. 

Subsequently, as in the manufacturing method 
of the first embodiment, a trench 5 is formed, and a 
gate oxide film 6 and a gate electrode 7 are thereaf- 
ter formed. Thus, the power MOSFET shown in 
FIG. 41 can be manufactured. In this manner, even 
in the case of employing the p-type substrate 40, 
the power MOSFET can be manufactured by per- 
forming the trenching steps only twice, so that the 
manufacturing process can be simplified. 

Meanwhile, the layout scheme (refer to FIGS. 
2A and 2B) of the power MOSFET to which the 
present invention is applied has been exemplified in 
the first embodiment. However, this layout scheme 
is not restrictive, but other layout schemes, for 
example, ones shown in FIG. 43 through FIG. 51 
may well be adopted. 

[0166] A power MOSFET shown in FIG. 43 has the 
layout scheme that one unit cell is formed by the sec- 
tional construction shown in FIG. 1 , that another unit cell 
is arranged in line symmetry to the first-mentioned unit 
cell, and that a plurality of sets of unit cells, one set con- 
sisting of the two unit cells, are arrayed in one direction. 



Besides, a gate wiring line 91 which is connected to 
gate electrodes 7 is extended on the line of the symme- 
try of each set of unit cells, and source electrodes 9 
each of which is connected to both a p-type base region 

5 2 and an n + -type source region 3 disposed between 
adjacent trenches 5 are arranged on both the sides of 
the gate wiring line 91 . Such a layout scheme can be 
employed for the present invention. 
[0167] Also, a power MOSFET shown in FIG. 44 

10 has substantially the same layout scheme as that of the 
power MOSFET shown in FIG. 43, except the point that 
a gate wiring line 91 is laid so as to overlap a p-type 
base region 2 and a drift region 1c in which channel 
regions are formed. Concretely, gate electrodes 7 are 

15 arranged through a LOCOS oxide film (not shown) that 
is formed on the drift region 1c. 
[01 68] According to such a layout scheme, the gate 
wiring line is laid over a P-N junction which determines 
the withstand voltage of the power MOSFET, that is, a 

20 P-N junction which is formed by the p-type base region 
1 and the drift region 1c. Therefore, electric field con- 
centration is moderated by a field plate effect, and the 
power MOSFET can be endowed with a higher with- 
stand voltage. 

25 [0169] Besides, a power MOSFET shown in FIG. 45 
has substantially the same layout scheme as that of the 
power MOSFET shown in FIG. 44, except the points 
that a source electrode 9 is arranged every second set, 
and that a trench gate structure which consists of a 

30 trench 5, a gate oxide film 6 and a gate electrode 7 is 
formed instead of the source electrode 9 at a position 
where the source electrode 9 is omitted. According to 
such a layout scheme, a channel resistance per unit 
area can be lowered, with the result that an ON resist- 

35 ance can be decreased still further. 

[0170] In addition, a power MOSFET shown in FIG. 
46 has substantially the same layout scheme as that of 
. the power MOSFET shown in FIG. 44. The layout 
scheme in FIG. 46, however, differs in the point that, 

40 whereas source electrodes 9 are arranged in all the 
interspaces between the adjacent sets of unit cells in 
FIG. 44, source electrodes 9 are arranged in only 
desired ones of the interspaces between the adjacent 
sets of unit cells in FIG. 46 (in this figure, at only both 

45 the ends of trench gate structures arrayed in one direc- 
tion). According to such a layout scheme, a channel 
resistance per unit area can be lowered, and an ON 
resistance can be decreased still further. 
[0171] Still in addition, a power MOSFET shown in 

so FIG. 47 has substantially the same layout scheme as 
that of the power MOSFET shown in FIG. 44, except the 
point that a divided trench gate structure is provided 
every unit cell. It is also possible to adopt such a layout 
scheme. Especially in the case where the p-type base 

55 region 2, the n + -type source region 3, etc. are formed by 
filling up the interior of the trench with the epitaxial layer 
as explained before, cavity-like crystal defects called 
"blowholes" might be formed centrally of the trench in 
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burying the epitaxial layer. In contrast, owing to the lay- 
out scheme shown in FIG. 47, the trench gate structure 
can be formed so as to avoid the "blowhole". By the way, 
although an example in which a gate wiring line is 
formed over the p-type base region 2 and the drift layer 
1c has been mentioned in FIG. 47, the gate wiring line 
may well be laid on the line of the symmetry lying cen- 
trally of each set of unit cells as shown in FIG. 43. 
[0172] Incidentally, the layout schemes shown in 
FIGS. 43 through 47 are, of course, applicable not only 
to the first embodiment, but also to the other embodi- 
ments. Drain electrodes are not shown in the layout 
schemes exemplified in FIGS. 43 through 47; however, 
for example, the drain electrodes may be disposed on 
the principal surface side of the substrate in the case of 
the power MOSFET mentioned in the first embodiment, 
and they may be disposed on either of the principal sur- 
face side of the substrate and the back surface side 
thereof in the case of the power MOSFET mentioned in 
the fifteenth embodiment. Also, in each of FIGS. 44, 46 
and 47, the source electrodes 9 intervening between 
the adjacent trench gate structures are in a state where 
they are divided with respect to the line of the symmetry, 
they may well be connected to each other. 
[0173] Yet in addition, a power MOSFET shown in 
FIG. 48 has a layout scheme in which each of tetragonal 
basic units is constructed in such a way that trench gate 
structures are arranged on four sides around an n + -type 
source region 3, and that each of the n + -type source 
region 3, a p-type base region 2, a drift region 1c and an 
n + -type drain region 4 is formed in a tetragonal shape. 
Further, a power MOSFET shown in FIG. 49 has a lay- 
out scheme in which each of hexagonal basic units is 
constructed in such a way that trench gate structures 
are arranged on six sides around an n + -type source 
region 3, and that each of the n + -type source region 3, a 
p-type base region 2, a drift region 1c and an n + -type 
drain region 4 is formed in a hexagonal shape. Still fur- 
ther, a power MOSFET shown in FIG. 50 has a layout 
scheme in which each of circular basic units is con- 
structed in such a way that trench gate structures are 
arranged on six sides around an n + -type source region 
3, and that each of the n + -type source region 3, a p-type 
base region 2, a drift region 1c and an n + -type drain 
region 4 is formed in a circular shape. It is also possible 
to adopt the layout schemes as shown in these modified 
embodiments. 

[0174] It is also possible to form layout schemes in 
which, contrariwise to the above, an n + -type drain 
region 4 is located centrally. For example, as in a power 
MOSFET shown in FIG. 51, a layout scheme in which 
each of hexagonal basic units is constructed with the 
n + -type drain region 4 located centrally can be formed in 
such a way that trench gate structures are arranged on 
six sides around the n + -type drain region 4, and that 
each of the n + -type drain region 4, a drift region 1c, a p- 
type base region 2 and an n + -type source region 3 is 
formed in a hexagonal shape. 



[0175] Further, in each of the thirteenth and four- 
teenth embodiments, the gate electrodes 7 and the 
injection layers are electrically connected, and the carri- 
ers are injected from the injection layers only when the 

5 MOSFET falls into its ON state. Such a structure can be 
adopted also in any of the other embodiments 
described before. Of course, the gate electrodes may 
well be electrically connected with the injection layers 
through the resistor as in the fourteenth embodiment, 

to whereby the potential difference can be provided 
between the applied voltage of the gate electrodes and 
that of the injection layers. 

[0176] Besides, although each of the sixteenth to 
eighteenth embodiments has been described concern- 

15 ing the case of providing the resistance lowering layers 
70, 71 in the power MOSFET, the same effects as in 
these embodiments can be attained even when the 
structure is applied to an IGBT, an MOT or an 
ACCUFET. Also, the method of forming the constituents 

20 by the diffusion as mentioned in each of the twentieth to 
twenty-second embodiments can be applied to the 
IGBT, MOT or ACCUFET 

[0177] In addition, although each of the fifteenth to 
twenty -second embodiments has not especially men- 

25 tioned the face orientation of the n + -type substrate 60 of 
which the n + -type drain region 4 is made, a (1 10) sub- 
strate, for example, is well suited for the n + -type sub- 
strate 60. In case of employing such a (1 10) substrate, 
the side surfaces of the trench 62 become (111) faces 

30 as shown in FIG. 42. Since such (111) faces can afford 
anisotropy, the grooves can be formed by, for example, 
wet etching using TMAH. By the way, regions A indi- 
cated by broken-line hatching in FIG. 42 are parts which 
remain in tapering shapes at the etching in the case of 

35 employing the (110) substrate, and gate electrodes 7, 
etc. are formed avoiding these regions A. 
[0178] While the present invention has been shown 
and described with reference to the foregoing preferred 
embodiments, it will be apparent to those skilled in the 

40 art that changes in form and detail may be made therein 
without departing from the scope of the invention as 
defined in the appended claims. 



Claims 

45 

1. A semiconductor device comprising: 

a semiconductor substrate (1 , 30, 40) having a 
principal surface (1a, 30a, 40a) and a backsur- 
so face (1b, 30b, 40b) being an opposite surface 

of the principal surface; 

a base region (2) of a first conductivity type pro- 
vided in the semiconductor substrate and 
extending from the principal surface in a first 
55 direction (X) perpendicular to the principal sur- 

face; 

a source region (3) of a second conductivity 
type provided in the base region and extending 
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from the principal surface in the first direction; 
a drift region (1c) provided in the semiconduc- 
tor substrate at an opposite side of the base 
region with respect to the source region; 
a drain region (4) of the second conductivity 
type provided in the semiconductor substrate 
at a location remote from the base region; 
a trench (5) dug from the principal surface and 
penetrating the base region from the source 
region in a second direction (Y) parallel to the 
principal surface; 

a gate insulating film (6) provided on a surface 
of the trench; 

a gate electrode (7) filling the trench through 
the gate insulating film; 

a source electrode (9) electrically connected to 
the source region and the base region; and 
a drain electrode (10) electrically connected to 
the drain region, 

wherein the drift region, the base region and 
the source region respectively have impurity 
concentrations, each of which is uniform in 
both the first direction and the second direction. 

2. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, 
wherein the drain region extends in the semicon- 
ductor substrate from the principal surface in the 
first direction. 

3. The semiconductor device according to claim 1 or 
2, wherein the drain region has an impurity concen- 
tration that is uniform in both the first direction and 
the second direction. 

4. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 1 to 3, further comprising: 

a support substrate (11) bonded to the back 
surface of the semiconductor substrate; and 
an insulating film (12) interposed between the 
support substrate and the semiconductor sub- 
strate, 

wherein the support substrate, the insulating 
film, and the semiconductor substrate consti- 
tute an SOI substrate (13). 

5. The semiconductor device according to claim 4, 
wherein the trench extends in the first direction and 
reaches the insulating film. 

6. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 1 to 5, wherein the source region, the base 
region, the drift region and the drain region are 
arrayed in the second direction in succession. 

7. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 1 to 6, wherein the trench extends from the 
principal surface in the first direction, penetrates the 



base region, and reaches the drain region. 

8. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 1 to 7, wherein the source electrode and the 

5 drain electrode are disposed above the principal 
surface of the semiconductor substrate. 

9. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 1 to 8, further comprising a resistance lower- 

10 ing layer (70, 71 ) provided in one of the drain region 
and the source region and extending from the prin- 
cipal surface in the first direction, the resistance 
lowering layer having a resistivity lower than that of 
the one of the drain region and the source region. 

15 

10. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 1 to7, and 9, wherein the drain region has a 
first drain part extending from the principal surface 
of the semiconductor substrate in the first direction, 

20 and a second drain part integrated with the first 
drain part and provided at a side of the back surface 
of the semiconductor substrate. 

11. The semiconductor device according to claim 10, 
25 wherein: 

the source electrode is provided above the 
principal surface of the semiconductor sub- 
strate and electrically connected to the source 
30 region and the base region; and 

the drain electrode is provided above the back 
surface of the semiconductor substrate and 
electrically connected with the drain region. 

35 12. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, 
wherein the drain region is provided at a side of the 
back surface of the semiconductor substrate. 

13. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
40 claims 1 to 12, wherein: 

the trench includes first and second trenches 
that are arranged in the semiconductor sub- 
strate in a third direction (2) parallel to the prin- 
45 cipal surface and perpendicular to the second 

direction; and 

the base region is disposed between the first 
and second trenches and electrically con- 
nected with the source electrode. 

50 

14. The semiconductor device according to claim 13, 
wherein: 

the base region is provided at both sides of the 
55 source region; and 

each of the first and second trenches is divided 
into two parts at a center of the source region. 
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15. The semiconductor device according to claim 13 t 
wherein: 

the base region, the drift region, and the drain 
region are concentrically disposed about the 
source region being a center; and 
the trench includes a plurality of trenches dis- 
posed radially about the source region. 

16. The semiconductor device according to claim 13, 
wherein: 

the drift region, the base region and the source 
region are disposed concentrically about the 
drain region being a center; and 
the trench includes a plurality of trenches dis- 
posed radially about the drain region. 

17. The semiconductor device according to claim 13, 
further comprising a gate wiring member con- 
nected to the gate electrode, the gate wiring mem- 
ber being connected to the gate electrode an end 
portion of the trench at a side of the drift region, and 
provided above a pn junction part provided 
between the drift region and the base region. 

18. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, 
wherein: 

the drain region extends from the principal sur- 
face of the semiconductor substrate in the first 
direction; and 

an impurity diffusion layer (90) of the first con- 
ductivity type is provided in the drain region 
and terminated at the principal surface of the 
semiconductor substrate. 

19. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, 
wherein: 

the source region are provided at only a first 
side of the trench; 

the base region has a first part provided at the 
first side of the trench and a second part pro- 
vided at a second side of the trench opposite 
the first side, the second part being an injection 
layer and electrically fixed to have a predeter- 
mined potential difference with respect to the 
drain region. 

20. The semiconductor device according to claim 19, 
wherein: 

the trench includes a plurality of trenches 
arranged in a third direction that is parallel to 
the principal surface and perpendicular to the 
second direction; and 

at least one of the plurality of trenches has the 



injection layer at the second side thereof. 

21. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 1 to 20, further comprising an injection layer 

5 (50) of the first conductivity type provided in the drift 
region at a location remote from the base region 
and avoiding a region that is to be a channel region. 

22. The semiconductor device according to claim 21 , 
10 wherein the injection layer is provided in contact 

with a distal end portion of the trench that pene- 
trates the base region from the source region and 
reaches the drift region. 

15 23. The semiconductor device according to claim 1 , fur- 
ther comprising an injection layer (51) of the first 
conductivity type extending in the semiconductor 
substrate from the principal surface in the first 
direction at an opposite side of the drift region with 

20 respect to the base region. 

24. The semiconductor device according to claim 1 , fur- 
ther comprising an injection layer (52) of the first 
conductivity type provided at a side of the back sur- 

25 face in the semiconductor substrate. 

25. The semiconductor device according to claim 1 , fur- 
ther comprising an injection layer (50, 51 , 52) of the 
first conductivity type provided in the semiconduc- 

30 tor substrate and electrically connected to the gate 
electrode. 

26. The semiconductor device according to claim 25, 
wherein the injection layer is electrically connected 

35 to the gate electrode through a resistor (54). 

27. The semiconductor device according to claim 1 , fur- 
ther comprising a contact layer (77) provided in the 
base region and extending from the principal sur- 

40 face of the semiconductor substrate in the first 
direction. 

28. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 1 to 27, wherein a depth of the trench in the 

45 first direction is in a range of 50 \xm to 300 u.m. 

29. The semiconductor device according to claim 28, 
wherein the depth of the trench is in a range of 20 
um to 100 um 

50 

30. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 1 to 29, wherein the trench extends in the 
semiconductor substrate in the first direction and is 
terminated in one of the base region and the source 

55 region. 

31. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 1 to 30, wherein: 
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when a voltage is applied to the gate electrode, 
a channel region is formed in a portion of the 
base region adjoining the trench, the channel 
region having a width in the first direction and 
allowing a current to flow therein in the second 5 
direction. 



an insulating film (12) interposed between the 
support substrate and the semiconductor sub- 
strate, 

wherein the support substrate, the insulating 
substrate, and the semiconductor substrate 
constitute an SOI substrate (13). 



32. A semiconductor device comprising: 

a semiconductor substrate (1 , 30, 40) having a 10 
principal surface (1a, 30a, 40a) and a back sur- 
face (1 b, 30b, 40b) being an opposite surface 
of the principal surface; 

a base region (2) of a first conductivity type pro- 
vided in the semiconductor substrate and 15 
extending from the principal surface in a first 
direction perpendicular to the principal surface; 
a source region (3) of a second conductivity 
type provided in the base region and extending 
from the principal surface in the first direction; 20 
a drift region (1c) provided in the semiconduc- 
tor substrate at an opposite side of the base 
region with respect to the source region; 
a drain region (4) of the second conductivity 
type provided in the semiconductor substrate 25 
at a location remote from the base region; 
a trench (5) dug from the principal surface, 
extending in the first direction, and penetrating 
the base region from the source region in a 
second direction; 30 
a gate insulating film (6) provided on a surface 
of the trench; 

a gate electrode (7) filling the trench through 
the gate insulating film; 

a source electrode (9) electrically connected to 35 
the source region and the base region; and 
a drain electrode (10) electrically connected to 
the drain region, 

wherein the drift region, the base region and 
the source region respectively have impurity 40 
concentrations, each of which is uniform in 
both the first direction and the second direction. 



33. The semiconductor device according to claim 32, 
wherein: 45 



34. The semiconductor substrate according to claim 
33, further comprising: 55 

a support substrate (11) bonded to the back 
surface of the semiconductor substrate; and 



35. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 32 to 34, wherein, when a voltage is applied 
to the gate electrode, a channel region is formed in 
a portion of the base region adjoining the trench, 
the channel region having a width in the first direc- 
tion and allowing a currentto flow therein in the sec- 
ond direction. 

36. The semiconductor device according to claim 32, 
wherein the drain region is provided at a side of the 
back surface of the semiconductor substrate. 

37. A semiconductor device comprising: 

a semiconductor substrate (1 , 30, 40) having a 
principal surface (1 a, 30a, 40a) and a back sur- 
face (1b, 30b, 40b) being an opposite surface 
of the principal surface; 

a base region (2) of a first conductivity type pro- 
vided in the semiconductor substrate and 
extending from the principal surface in a first 
direction perpendicular to the principal surface; 
a source region (3) of a second conductivity 
type provided in the base region and extending 
from the principal surface in the first direction; 
a drift region (1c) provided in the semiconduc- 
tor substrate at an opposite side of the base 
region with respect to the source region; 
a drain region (4) of the second conductivity 
type provided in the semiconductor substrate 
at a location remote from the base region; 
a trench (5) dug from the principal surface and 
penetrating the base region from the source 
region in a second direction parallel to the prin- 
cipal surface; 

a gate insulating film (6) provided on a surface 
of the trench; 

a gate electrode (7) filling the trench through 
the gate insulating film; 

a source electrode (9) electrically connected to 
the source region and the base region; 
a drain electrode (10) electrically connected to 
the drain region; and 

a channel region formed in a portion of the 
base region adjoining the trench when so that a 
current flows in the channel region in the first 
direction when a voltage is applied to the gate 
electrode, the channel region having a width in 
the first direction that corresponds to a depth 
direction of the trench. 



the drain region extends from the principal sur- 
face of the semiconductor substrate in the first 
direction; and 

the drain region has an impurity concentration so 
that is uniform in both the first direction and the 
second direction. 
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38. The semiconductor device according to claim 37, 
wherein the drain region has a first drain part 
extending from the principal surface in the first 
direction and a second drain part integrated with 
the first drain part and extending in the second 
direction at a side of the back surface. 

39. The semiconductor device according to claim 37, 
wherein the drift region, the base region, the source 
region, and the drain region respectively have 
impurity concentrations, each of which is uniform in 
both the first direction and the second direction. 

40. A semiconductor device comprising: 

a semiconductor substrate (1 ) having a princi- 
pal surface (1a) and a back surface (1b) at an 
opposite side of the principal surface; 
a base region (2) of a first conductivity type pro- 
vided in the semiconductor substrate and 
extending from the principal surface in a first 
direction perpendicular to the principal surface; 
an emitter region (26) of a second conductivity 
type provided in the base region and extending 
from the principal surface in the first direction; 
a low concentration collector region (1c) of the 
second conductivity type provided in the semi- 
conductor substrate at an opposite side of the 
base region with respect to the emitter region; 
a collector region (27) of the first conductivity 
type provided in the semiconductor substrate 
at a location remote from the base region; 
a trench (5) dug from the principal surface and 
penetrating the base region from the emitter 
region, in a second direction parallel to the prin- 
cipal surface; 

a gate insulating film (6) provided on a surface 
of the trench; 

a gate electrode (7) filling the trench through 
the gate insulating film; 

an emitter electrode electrically connected to 
the emitter region and the base region; and 
a collector electrode electrically connected to 
the collector region, 

wherein the low concentration collector region, 
the base region and the emitter region respec- 
tively have impurity concentrations, each of 
which is uniform in both the first direction and 
the second direction. 

41. The semiconductor device according to claim 40, 
wherein: 

the collector region extends in the semiconduc- 
tor substrate from the principal surface in the 
first direction; and 

the collector region has an impurity concentra- 
tion that is uniform in both the first direction and 



the second direction. 

42. The semiconductor device according to claim 41 , 
further comprising: 

5 

a support substrate bonded to the back surface 
of the semiconductor substrate; and 
an insulating film interposed between the sup- 
port substrate and the semiconductor sub- 
w strate, 

wherein the support substrate, the insulating 
film, and the semiconductor substrate consti- 
tute an SOI substrate. 

15 43. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 40 to 42, wherein the emitter region, the 
base region, and the collector region are arrayed in 
the second direction in succession. 

20 44. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 40 to 43, wherein the trench penetrates the 
base region in the second direction, and reaches 
the collector region. 

25 45. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 40 to 44, wherein the emitter electrode and 
the collector electrode are disposed above the prin- 
cipal surface of the semiconductor substrate. 

30 46. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 40 to 45, wherein, when a voltage is applied 
to the gate electrode, a channel region is formed in 
a part of the base region adjoining the trench so as 
to have a width in the first direction Corresponding 

35 to a depth direction of the semiconductor substrate 
and so as to allow a current to flow therein in the 
second direction. 

47. The semiconductor device according to claim 46, 
40 wherein the collector region has a first collector part 

extending from the principal surface of the semi- 
conductor substrate in the first direction, and a sec- 
ond collector part integrated with the first collector 
part and provided at a side of the back surface of 
45 the semiconductor substrate. 

48. The semiconductor device according to claim 40, 
wherein the collector region is provided at a side of 
the back surface of the semiconductor substrate 

so and extends in parallel with the second direction. 

49. The semiconductor device according to claim 48, 
wherein: 

55 the emitter electrode is provided above the 

principal surface of the semiconductor sub- 
strate and electrically connected to the emitter 
region and the base region; and 



24 



47 



EP 1 094 525 A2 



48 



the collector electrode is provided above the 
back surface of the semiconductor substrate 
and electrically connected with the collector 
region. 

50. The semiconductor device according to claim 40, 
further comprising a resistance lowering layer (70, 
71) provided in one of the collector region and the 
emitter region, and extending from the principal sur- 
face in the first direction, the resistance lowering 
layer having a resistivity lower than that of the one 
of the collector region and the emitter region. 

51. The semiconductor device according to claim 40, 
wherein: 

the trench includes first and second trenches 
that are arranged in the semiconductor sub- 
strate in a third direction parallel to the principal 
surface and perpendicular to the second direc- 
tion; and 

the base region is disposed between the first 
and second trenches and electrically con- 
nected with the emitter electrode. 

52. The semiconductor device according to claim 51, 
wherein: 

the base region is provided at both sides of the 
emitter region; and 

each of the first and second trenches is divided 
into two parts at a center of the emitter region. 

53. The semiconductor device according to claim 40, 
wherein: 

the base region, the low concentration collector 
region, and the collector region are concentri- 
cally disposed about the emitter region being a 
center; and 

the trench includes a plurality of trenches dis- 
posed radially about the emitter region. 

54. The semiconductor device according to claim 40, 
wherein: 

the low concentration collector region, the base 
region and the emitter region are disposed con- 
centrically about the collector region being a 
center; and 

the trench includes a plurality of trenches dis- 
posed radially about the collector region. 

55. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 40 to 54, further comprising a gate wiring 
member connected to the gate electrode, the gate 
wiring member being connected to the gate elec- 
trode at an end portion of the trench at a side of the 



low concentration collector region, and provided 
above a pn junction part provided between the low 
concentration collector region and the base region. 

5 56. The semiconductor device according to claim 40, 
wherein: 

the collector region extends from the principal 
surface of the semiconductor substrate in the 
10 first direction; and 

an impurity diffusion layer (90) of the first con- 
ductivity type is provided in the collector region 
and terminated at the principal surface of the 
semiconductor substrate. 

75 

57. The semiconductor device according to claim 40, 
wherein: 

the emitter region are provided at only a first 
20 side of the trench; 

the base region has a first part provided at the 
first side of the trench and a second part pro- 
vided at a second side of the trench opposite 
the first side, the second part being an injection 
25 layer and electrically fixed to have a predeter- 

mined potential difference with respect to the 
collector region. 

58. The semiconductor device according to claim 57, 
30 wherein: 

the trench includes a plurality of trenches 
arranged in a third direction that is parallel to 
the principal surface and perpendicular to the 
35 second direction; and 

at least one of the plurality of trenches has the 
injection layer at the second side thereof. 

59. The semiconductor device according to claim 40, 
40 further comprising an injection layer (50, 51, 52) of 

the first conductivity type provided in the low con- 
centration collector region at a location remote from 
the base region and avoiding a region that is to be 
a channel region. 

45 

60. The semiconductor device according to claim 59, 
wherein the injection layer is provided in contact 
with a distal end portion of the trench that pene- 
trates the base region from the emitter region and 

so reaches the low concentration collector region. 

61. The semiconductor device according to claim 40, 
further comprising an injection layer (50, 51 , 52) of 
the first conductivity type extending in the semicon- 

55 ductor substrate from the principal surface in the 
first direction at an opposite side of the low concen- 
tration collector region with respect to the emitter 
region, wherein; 
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the collector region is provided at a side of the 
back surface of the semiconductor substrate. 

62. The semiconductor device according to claim 40, 
further comprising an injection layer (50, 51 , 52) of 
the first conductivity type provided at a side of the 
back surface of the semiconductor substrate, 
wherein; 

the collector region extends from the principal 
surface in the first direction. 

63. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 40 to 62, wherein the trench is terminated in 
one of the base region and the emitter region in the 
first direction. 

64. A semiconductor device comprising: 

a semiconductor substrate (1) having a princi- 
pal surface (1a) and a back surface (1b) at an 
opposite side of the principal surface; 
a base region (2) of a first conductivity type pro- 
vided in the semiconductor substrate and 
extending from the principal surface in a first 
direction perpendicular to the principal surface; 
an emitter region (26) of a second conductivity 
type provided in the base region and extending 
from the principal surface in the first direction; 
a low concentration collector region (1c) of the 
second conductivity type provided in the semi- 
conductor substrate at an opposite side of the 
base region with respect to the emitter region; 
a collector region (27) of the first conductivity 
type provided in the semiconductor substrate 
at a location remote from the base region; 
a trench (5) dug from the principal surface, 
extending in the first direction from the principal 
surface, and penetrating the base region from 
the emitter region in a second direction; 
a gate insulating film (6) provided on a surface 
of the trench; 

a gate electrode (7) filling the trench through 
the gate insulating film; 

an emitter electrode electrically connected to 
the emitter region and the base region; and 
a collector electrode electrically connected to 
the collector region, 

wherein the low concentration collector region, 
the base region and the emitter region respec- 
tively have impurity concentrations, each of 
which is uniform in both the first direction and 
the second direction. 

65. The semiconductor device according to claim 64, 
wherein: 

the collector region extends in the semiconduc- 



tor substrate from the principal surface in the 
first direction; and 

the collector region has an impurity concentra- 
tion that is uniform in both the first direction and 
5 the second direction. 

66. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claim 64 and 65, further comprising: 

w a support substrate (11) bonded to the back 

surface of the semiconductor substrate; and 
an insulating film (12) interposed between the 
support substrate and the semiconductor sub- 
strate, 

is wherein the support substrate, the insulating 

film, and the semiconductor substrate consti- 
tute an SOI substrate (13). 

67. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
20 claims 65 to 66, wherein the collector region is pro- 
vided at a side of the back surface of the semicon- 
ductor substrate and extends in parallel with the 
second direction. 

25 68. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 64 to 67, wherein, when a voltage is applied 
to the gate electrode, a channel region is formed in 
a part of the base region adjoining the trench so as 
to have a width in the first direction corresponding 

30 to a depth direction of the semiconductor substrate 
and so as to allow a current to flow therein in the 
second direction. 

69. A semiconductor device comprising: 

35 

a semiconductor substrate (1) having a princi- 
pal surface (1a) and a back surface (1b) at an 
opposite side of the principal surface; 
a base region (2) of a first conductivity type pro- 

40 vided in the semiconductor substrate and 

extending from the principal surface in a first 
direction perpendicular to the principal surface; 
an emitter region (26) of a second conductivity 
type provided in the base region and extending 

45 from the principal surface in the first direction; 

a low concentration collector region (1c) of the 
second conductivity type provided in the semi- 
conductor substrate at an opposite side of the 
base region with respect to the emitter region; 

so a collector region (27) of the first conductivity 

type provided in the semiconductor substrate 
at a location remote from the base region; 
a trench (5) dug from the principal surface and 
penetrating the base region from the emitter 

55 region in a second direction; 

a gate insulating film provided on a surface of 
the trench; 

a gate electrode filling the trench through the 
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gate insulating film; 

an emitter electrode electrically connected to 
the emitter region and the base region; 
a collector electrode electrically connected to 
the collector region; and s 
a channel region formed in a part of the base 
region adjoining the trench when a voltage is 
applied to the gate electrode, the channel 
region having a width in the first direction and 
allowing a current to flow in therein in the sec- w 
ond direction. 



70. The semiconductor device according to claim 69, 
wherein the trench passes through the base region 
in the second direction that is parallel to the princi- 
pal surface. 



75 
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71. The semiconductor device according to any one of 
claims 69 and 70, wherein the collector region is 
provided at a side of the back surface of the semi- 
conductor substrate. 

72. A semiconductor device comprising: 



a semiconductor substrate (1 , 30) of a first con- 25 
ductiv'rty type, having a principal surface (1a, 
30a) and a back surface (1b, 30b) at an oppo- 
site side of the principal surface; 
a source region (3, 31) of a second conductivity 
type provided in the semiconductor substrate 30 
and extending from the principal surface in a 
first direction perpendicular to the principal sur- 
face; 

a drain region (4, 32) of the second conductivity 
type provided in the semiconductor substrate 35 
at a location remote from the source region; 
a trench (5, 32) dug from the principal surface 
and extending from the source region to the 
drain region in a second direction; 
a gate insulating film (6, 34) provided on a sur- ao 
face of the trench; 

a gate electrode (7, 35) filling the trench 
through the gate insulating film; 
a source electrode (9) electrically connected to 
the source region; and 45 
a drain electrode (10) electrically connected to 
the drain region, 

wherein the source region, the base region and 
the drain region respectively have impurity con- 
centrations, each of which is uniform in both so 
the first direction and the second direction; and 
wherein, when a voltage is applied to the gate 
electrode, a channel region is formed in a por- 
tion of the semiconductor substrate adjoining 
the trench so as to a channel width in a depth 55 
direction of the trench, and so as to allow a cur- 
rent to flow therein in a direction parallel to the 
principal surface. 



73. A semiconductor device comprising: 

a semiconductor substrate (1, 30, 40) having a 
principal surface (1 a, 30a, 40a) and a back sur- 
face (1b, 30b, 40b) being an opposite surface 
of the principal surface; 

a first conductivity type base region (2) extend- 
ing in the semiconductor substrate from the 
principal surface in a first direction perpendicu- 
lar to the principal surface; 
a second conductivity type source (3) region 
extending in the base region from the principal 
surface in the first direction; 
a drift region (1c) provided at an opposite side 
of the base region with respect to the source 
region; 

a second conductivity type drain region (4) 
extending in the semiconductor substrate from 
the principal surface in the first direction sepa- 
rately from the base region; 
a trench dug (5) from the principal surface and 
penetrating the base region from the source 
region in a second direction parallel to the prin- 
cipal surface; 

a gate insulating film (6) provided on a surface 
of the trench; 

a gate electrode (7) provided on a surface of 
the gate insulating film; 

a source electrode (9) electrically connected to 
the source region and the base region; and 
a drain electrode (10) electrically connected to 
the drain region, 

wherein the drift region, the base region, the 
source region, and the drain region respec- 
tively have impurity concentrations, each of 
which is uniform in a depth direction of the 
semiconductor substrate. 

74. A semiconductor device comprising: 

a semiconductor substrate (1, 30, 40) having a 
principal surface (1 a, 30a, 40a) and a back sur- 
face (1b, 30b, 40b) being an opposite surface 
of the principal surface; 

a first conductivity type base region (2) extend- 
ing in the semiconductor substrate from the 
principal surface in a first direction perpendicu- 
lar to the principal surface; 
a second conductivity type source region (3) 
extending in the base region from the principal 
surface in the first direction; 
a drift region (1c) provided at an opposite side 
of the base region with respect to the source 
region; 

a second conductivity type drain region (4) 
extending in the semiconductor substrate from 
the principal surface in the first direction sepa- 
rately from the base region; 
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a trench (5) dug from the principal surface, 
extending in the semiconductor substrate in the 
first direction, and penetrating the base region 
from the source region in a second direction; 
a gate insulating film (6) provided on a surface 5 
of the trench; 

a gate electrode (7) provided on a surface of 
the gate insulating film; 

a source electrode (9) electrically connected to 
the source region and the base region; and w 
a drain electrode (10) electrically connected to 
the drain region, 

wherein the drift region, the base region, the 
source region, and the drain region respec- 
tively have impurity concentrations, each of 75 
which is uniform in a depth direction of the 
semiconductor substrate. 



75. A method for manufacturing a semiconductor 
device, comprising: 20 



76. A method for manufacturing a semiconductor 
device, comprising: 

preparing a semiconductor substrate (1) hav- 
ing a principal surface (1a) and a back surface 
(1b) being an opposite surface of the principal 
surface; 

forming a first trench at a first region of the 
semiconductor substrate and a second trench 
at a second region of the semiconductor sub- 
strate remote from the first region, each of the 
first trench and the second trench extending in 
the semiconductor substrate form the principal 
surface in a perpendicular direction with 
respect to the principal surface; 
covering the principal surface of the semicon- 
ductor substrate with a mask exposing the first 
trench from an opening of the mask while cov- 
ering the second trench; 
forming a second conductivity type base region 

(2) in the first trench by diffusing a second con- 
ductivity type impurity into the semiconductor 
substrate from the first trench, through the 
mask; 

removing the mask; 

forming a first conductivity type source region 

(3) by filling up the first trench with a first con- 
ductivity type semiconductor, and forming a 
first conductivity type drain region (4) by filling 
up the second trench with the first conductivity 
type semiconductor; 

forming a third trench (5) in the semiconductor 
substrate to penetrate the base region from the 
source region and to extend from the principal 
surface in the perpendicular direction; 
forming a gate insulating film (6) in the third 
trench; 

forming a gate electrode (7) on the gate insulat- 
ing film to fill up the third trench; 
forming a source electrode (9) electrically con- 
nected to the source region and the base 
region; and 

forming a drain electrode (10) electrically con- 
nected to the drain region. 

77. A method for manufacturing a semiconductor 
device, comprising: 

preparing a semiconductor substrate (40) hav- 
ing a principal surface (40a) and a back surface 
(40b) being an opposite surface of the principal 
surface; 

forming a first trench at a first region of the 
semiconductor substrate and a second trench 
at a second region of the semiconductor sub- 
strate remote from the first region, each of the 
first trench and the second trench extending in 
the semiconductor substrate form the principal 



preparing a first conductivity type semiconduc- 
tor substrate (1 ) having a principal surface (1 a) 
and a back surface (1b) at an opposite side of 
the principal surface; 25 
forming a first trench in the semiconductor sub- 
strate, the first trench extending in the semicon- 
ductor substrate from the principal surface in a 
perpendicular direction with respect to the prin- 
cipal surface; 30 
forming a second conductivity type base region 

(2) by filling up the first trench with a second 
conductivity type semiconductor; 

forming a second trench within the base region 
and a third trench in the semiconductor sub- 35 
strate at a location remote from the base 
region, each of the second trench and the third 
trench extending from the principal surface in 
the perpendicular direction; 
forming a first conductivity type source region 40 

(3) by filling up the second trench with a first 
conductivity type semiconductor, and forming a 
first conductivity type drain region (4) by filling 
up the third trench with the first conductivity 
type semiconductor; 45 
forming a fourth trench (5) penetrating the base 
region from the source region, the fourth trench 
extending form the principal surface in the per- 
pendicular direction; 

forming a gate insulating film (6) in the fourth so 
trench; 

forming a gate electrode (7) on a surface of the 
gate insulating film; 

forming a source electrode (9) electrically con- 
nected to the source region and the base 55 
region; and 

forming drain electrode (10) electrically con- 
nected to the drain region. 
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surface in a perpendicular direction with 
respect to the principal surface; 
covering the principal surface of the semicon- 
ductor substrate with a mask exposing the sec- 
ond trench from an opening of the mask while 
covering the first trench; 
forming a first conductivity type drift region (1c) 
in the semiconductor substrate by diffusing a 
first conductivity type impurity into the semi- 
conductor substrate from the second trench, 
through the mask; 
removing the mask; 

forming a first conductivity type source region 
(3) by filling up the first trench with a first con- 
ductivity type semiconductor, and forming a 
first conductivity type drain region (4) by filling 
up the second trench with the first conductivity 
type semiconductor; 

forming a third trench (5) in the semiconductor 
substrate to penetrate the base region from the 
source region and to extend from the principal 
surface in the perpendicular direction; 
forming a gate insulating film (6) in the third 
trench; 

forming a gate electrode (7) on the gate insulat- 
ing film to fill up the third trench; 
forming a source electrode (9) electrically con- 
nected to the source region and the base 
region; and 

forming a drain electrode (10) electrically con- 
nected to the drain region. 

78. A method for manufacturing a semiconductor 
device, comprising: 

preparing a first conductivity type semiconduc- 
tor substrate (1) having a principal surface (1 a) 
and a back surface (1b) at an opposite side of 
the principal surface; 

forming a first trench (62) in the semiconductor 
substrate, the first trench extending in the sem- 
iconductor substrate from the principal surface 
in a perpendicular direction with respect to the 
principal surface; 

forming a drift formation film (63) constituting a 
first conductivity type drift region (1c), in the 
first trench such that the drift formation film cov- 
ers an inner wall of the first trench and has a 
recess; 

forming a base formation film (64) constituting 
a second conductivity type base region (2) in 
the recess of the drift formation film such that 
the base formation film covers the drift region in 
the trench and has a recess; 
forming a source formation film (65) constitut- 
ing a first conductivity type source region such 
that the source formation film covers the base 
region in the trench; 



flattening the drift formation film, the base for- 
mation film, and the source formation film; 
forming a second trench (5) in the semiconduc- 
tor substrate, the second trench passing 
through the base region from the source region 
and extending from the principal surface in the 
perpendicular direction; 
forming a gate insulating film (6) in the second 
trench; 

forming a gate electrode (7) on a surface of the 
gate insulating film; 

forming a source electrode (9) electrically con- 
nected to the source region and the base 
region; and 

forming drain electrode (10) electrically con- 
nected to the drain region. 

79. A method for manufacturing a semiconductor 
device, comprising: 

preparing a first conductivity type semiconduc- 
tor substrate (1) having a principal surface (1a) 
and a back surface (1b) at an opposite side of 
the principal surface; 

forming a first trench (62) in the semiconductor 
substrate, the first trench extending in the sem- 
iconductor substrate from the principal surface 
in a perpendicular direction with respect to the 
principal surface; 

forming a drift formation film (80) constituting a 
first conductivity type drift region (1c), in the 
first trench such that the drift formation film cov- 
ers an inner wall of the first trench and has a 
recess; 

forming a second conductivity type base region 
(2) at a surface portion of the drift region by 
doping a second conductivity type impurity into 
the surface portion of the drift region in the 
trench; 

forming a source formation film (65) constitut- 
ing a first conductivity type source region (3) 
such that the source formation film covers the 
base region in the trench; 
flattening the drift formation film and the source 
formation film; 

forming a second trench (5) in the semiconduc- 
tor substrate, the second trench passing 
through the base region from the source region 
base and extending from the principal surface 
in the perpendicular direction; 
forming a gate insulating film (6) in the second 
trench; 

forming a gate electrode (7) on a surface of the 
gate insulating film; 

forming a source electrode (9) electrically con- 
nected to the source region and the base 
region; and 

forming drain electrode (10) electrically con- 
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nected to the drain region. 

80. A method for manufacturing 
device, comprising: 



a semiconductor 



preparing a first conductivity type semiconduc- 
tor substrate (1) having a principal surface (1a) 
and a back surface (1b) at an opposite side of 
the principal surface; 

forming a first trench (82) in the semiconductor 
substrate, the first trench extending in the sem- 
iconductor substrate from the principal surface 
in a perpendicular direction with respect to the 
principal surface; 

forming a drift region (1c) by doping a second 
conductivity type impurity into the semiconduc- 
tor substrate from an inner wall of the first 
trench; 

forming a base region (2) in the drift region by 
doping the second conductivity type impurity 
from the inner wall of the first trench; 
forming a source formation film (65) constitut- 
ing a first conductivity type source region (3) 
such that the source formation film covers the 
base region in the trench; 
flattening the source formation film; 
forming a second trench (5) in the semiconduc- 
tor substrate, the second trench passing 
through the base region from the source region 
base and extending from the principal surface 
in the perpendicular direction; 
forming a gate insulating film (6) in the second 
trench; 

forming a gate electrode (7) on a surface of the 
gate insulating film; 

forming a source electrode (9) electrically con- 
nected to the source region and the base 
region; and 

forming drain electrode (10) electrically con- 
nected to the drain region. 
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a second conductivity base region (2), the base 
formation film covering the drift region in the 
first trench and having a recess corresponding 
to the first trench; 

forming a source formation film (65) constitut- 
ing a first conductivity type source region (3) 
such that the source formation film covers the 
base region in the trench; 
flattening the base formation film and the 
source formation film; 

forming a second trench (5) in the semiconduc- 
tor substrate, the second trench passing 
through the base region from the source region 
base and extending from the principal surface 
in the perpendicular direction; 
forming a gate insulating film (6) in the second 
trench; 

forming a gate electrode (7) on a surface of the 
gate insulating film; 

forming a source electrode (9) electrically con- 
nected to the source region and the base 
region; and 

forming drain electrode (10) electrically con- 
nected to the drain region. 

82. The method according to any one of claims 78 to 
81 , wherein the semiconductor substrate is a (1 10) 
substrate. 

83. The method according to any one of claims 78 to 
81, further comprising: 

forming a third trench (74) in one of the source 
region and the drain region, the third trench 
extending from the principal surface of the 
semiconductor substrate in the perpendicular 
direction; and 

forming a resistance lowering layer (70, 71 , 78) 
in the third trench. 



81. A method for manufacturing a semiconductor 
device, comprising: 



preparing a first conductivity type semiconduc- 45 
tor substrate (1) having a principal surface (1a) 
and a back surface (1b) at an opposite side of 
the principal surface; 

forming a first trench (84) in the semiconductor 
substrate, the first trench extending in the sem- so 
iconductor substrate from the principal surface 
in a perpendicular direction with respect to the 
principal surface; 

forming a drift region (1c) by doping a second 
conductivity type impurity into the semiconduc- 55 
tor substrate from an inner wall of the first 
trench; 

forming a base formation film (86) constituting 
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